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Financial Aid 
could be held 
for drug users 

BY ELIZABETH WILSON ............................................ , ... .. ..... ......... . 
Staff Writer 

Did you know that your financial 
aid can be delayed or denied for drug 
charges? Question 35 of the 
asked about whether or not you have 
been convicted of these types of 
charges. The Higher Education Act 
Provision of 1998 is to blame. An arti
cle by Michael A. Fletcher of the 
Washington Post on Nov. 10, 2001 
states that over 21,000 people with 
drug convictions have been denied 
financial aid in the first two years of 
the provision. 

The HEA Provision of 1998 clear
ly states, "A student who has been 
convicted of any offense under any 
Federal or State law involving the 
possession or sale of a controlled sub
stance shall not be eligible to receive 
any grant, loan, or work assistance 
under this title during the period 
beginning on the date of such convic
tion and ending after the interval spec
ified in the following table ... " 

That table lists the ineligibility 

Hlf you commit 

... murder ... you still 

get your f inancial 

aid, but if you have 

one small drug 

conviction, your 

aid is denied. " 

Shawn Heller, 
National Director at SSDP 

period for the posseSSion of a con
trolled substance as one year for the 
first offense, two years for the second, 
and indefinite for the third. The ineli
gibility period for the sale of a con
trolled substance is two years for the 
first offense and indefinite for the sec
ond. 

Many people argue that this provi
sion punishes a person m>i.ce. Others 
state the provision is discriminating. 
However, many students nationally 
agree that this provision needs an 
overhaul. 

Students for Sensible Drug Policy 
(SSDP) have been working to have 
this provision repealed since its incep
tion. They have many supporters, 
including the Association of Big Ten 
Schools and the United States Student 
Association. Their efforts have lead to 
H.R. 786, a bill to repeal this provi
sion. This bill is presently pending in 
the U.S. Congress. 

Shawn Heller, SSDP's National 
Director was quoted at the third annu
al SSDP conference saying, "If you 
commit rape, murder, arson or treason 
you still get your financial aid, but if 
you have one small drug conviction, 
your aid is deniecl" 

Ari Elias-Bachiich, president of 
Washington University's SSDp, said 
that Washington University's student 
government recently passed a resolu
tion to repeal the REA provision. 
Washington University was the 70th 
school to do So. Many other schools 
have since followed their lead. . 

SSDP has over 156 university and 
high school chapters nationwide. To 
read more about the HEA Provision of 
1998 and it disadvantages, check out 
www.raiseyourvoice.com. For more 
information on the SSDP, their web
site is vvww.ssdp.com. You can also 
contact Ari Elias-Bachrach, president 
of Washington University's SSDP at 
(314) 458-4476. 
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New director hired for 
Performing Arts Center 

BY DELYLE ROBBINS 
·············· ··········Stajjwrli;;···· ······· .. ··········. 

A new director has been hired to 
oversee operations of the Performing 
Arts Center, UM-St Louis officials 
announced recently. 

Bryan L. Rives will begin working 
this January to prepare tb,e Perfonning 
Arts Center for its opening. The center 
is projected to open for the spring of 
2003, said Bob Samples, director of 
University Communications. 

"Bryan possessed the right combi
nation of energy, experience and inno
vation," said vice chancellor of 
administrative services Reinhard 
Schuster. "He's ideal for our situa
tion." 

Samples said it is important to 
have a director now, even though the 
Center's opening is over a year away. 

"He has to start pulling staff 
together and start putting the building 
up for bookings," Samples said.. 

Rives, who holds a master 's degree 
in buSiness/arts administration from 
the University of Wisconsin, is cur
rently the auditorium manager at 
Indiana University. He said he is look
ing forward to the challenge of creat
ing a new program here. 

''It is a phenomenal opportunity to 
create a performing arts organization 
from scratch," Rives said.. "A per
forming arts center of this magnitude 
will be a great asset to this communi
ty." 

Rives believes that staff is the key 
to a successful organization. 

''I will be scouring the country for 

see ARTS, pageS 

Bryan L Rives will begin working this January to prepare the Performing Arts Center for its opening. The center is projected to open 
in Spring 2003 

Glassman to emphasize international studies 
BY SARA PORTER 

Senior 'II/riter 

Dr. Joel Glassrruin, director for the 
Center fur International Studies, was 
named Associate Vice Chancellor for 
Academic Affairs, a position that he 
plans to nse to emphasize UM- SL 
Louis' involvement in international 
studies. 

''I want to be instrumental indoing 
what we've been doing by increasing 
the number of international students, 
increasing the number of students who 
study abroad, the number of student 
exchanges, and the international con
tent of the curriculum," Glassman said 
'We intend to do more to turn a periph
eral activity to a more central activity." 

Glassman, who will still remain as 
director for the Center for International 
Studies, said that the center has some 
long and short-term goals for their 
involvement One of the long-term 
goals is the possibility of raising funds 
for a building for the Center for 
International Studies. 

''Discussions have begun, and it will 
be a multi-year process," Glassman 
said. ' 'We are still discussing the facets 
of it, what functions will be taking 
place, what activities, how much will it 
cost" 

Many short-term goals include new 
programs for studying abroad, helping 
start up universities, and giving a new 
certificate. 

The short-term study abroad pr0-
gram is a program for students who 
want to study in the summer. 'We 
wanted to do this for students who 
aren't available to go abroad for a full 
season," Glassman said.. 

Some of the locations include 
Galway, Ireland, Greece, and two sepa
rate progrnrns in Vienna The Vienna 
programs are now full. 

The Center is also involved in send
ing faculty members to assist in start up 
universities in Oman and Kuwait 'The 
Oman University has been in effect for 
five years, and the one in Kuwait will 
open its doors in September," 
Glassman said 

The new certificate would require 
students to take advanced courses in 
foreign languages, as well as studying 
abroad. 

"Right now we have them in 
French, German, and Spanish, and we 
like them in the other languages," 
Glassman said. ''We are just worldng 
on it now." 

Glassman was asked to take the title 
by Dr. Jerry Durham, vice chancellor 
for academic affairs, because of his 

involvement in international studies. 
"(Durham) wanted to make a state

ment regarding the importance for 
international studies," Glassman said 

The Center for International Studies 
was established in 1968 to focus main
lyon faculty research. Evenrua1ly, it 
involved other international areas, such 
as studying abroad, international stu
dents, and internships among others. 

Glassman became involved with 
them in 1973 when he conducted 
research in Chinese politics. ''I really 
benefited from their research, and it led 
to my interest," Glassman said. 'They 
lent their support." 

Glassman moved up to interim 
director in 1991 when his predecessor 
Ed Fedder left for health reasons. 

''I filled in for him then, when he 
finally retired in 1992, I was appointed 
director," Glassman said 

International studies are important 
for a global community, Glassman said. 

"In a large continental environment, 
the question of whether you will have a 
job that requires international connec
tions is not an option," Glassman said 
'There aren't going to be any cao;es that 
aren't going to engage you in the inter
national community. The world's envi
ronment is going to be increasingly 
global." 
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New website provides undergrads with a virtual TA 
BY FARIKA RUSLI 

·· · ' ··· ··' · ···· ·· ·· ····· si«Jj·wy;:iie~···· · · .. .......... .. , ... 

'Ride The Bell Curve' provides 
answers for academic problems posed 
by undergraduate students which are 
answered by graduate students. This 
online service, which can be used 24 
hours a day from any computer that 
has Internet Explorer as a browser, will 
charge $3.33 only when the students 
accept the solution. The money is used 
to pay the graduate student 

Grant Goodwin, RideTheBell
Curve.com president, said that since 
the service began operating 31 days 
ago, it has processed more llian 2,000 
problems and solutions. TJ:i'ey have 
registered more than 200 graduate stu-

dents and expect to register more than 
500 by Christmas break. 

'Thus far, word of our service has 
been solely through word-of-mouth," 
Goodwin said 

''We placed a few posters around 
Ontario campuses, and from there 
word has spread throughout more than 
50 American, English and Australian 
universities. We have registered gradu
ate students as Online TAs in 42 dif
ferent fields of study." 

According to the . website, 
wWw.ridethebellcurve.com. their 
background is addressing the lack of 
direct assistance to high-level academ
ic problems. 

"Our primary goal is to prove that 
there is a market for this type of direct, 

timely and expert assistance over the 
Internet" Goodwin said "We expect 
within two years to be working toward 
a larger goal, the fusion of this concept 
with university instruction to allow for 
more efficient learning in all facets of 
the university experience." 

There may be a concern that this 
system allows students to 'cheat' on 
assignments and projects. But there is 
no method for students to use this 
website in examination rooms because 
it is designed to be inaccessible to 
hand-held Internet devices. 

Goodwin also said that they have 
had four UM-St Louis students post 
problems to the system. All of them 
have received step-by-step solutions 
from graduate students. 

UM-St. Louis chemistry professor 
David Garin, thought that it would 
only be popular in emergencies. 

"I would not recommend it to my 
students," Garin said. ''There are a 
large number of graduate assistants, 
tutors, instructional technology per
sonnel, and even professors to handle 
most situations that may arise. Also, 
we encourage students to learn the 
rnaterial in small groups so that peers 
can assist with explaining some of 
these problems. That is one of the 
goals of the workshop format." 

From the students' side, not many 
of them know about this website. 

Chris Lim, a freshman, thought that 
it was a good idea. But it will still have 
some problems. 

"I won 't pay $3 for the answers. 
Probably it is too late to get them, and 
you can't understand them. It is better 
to find out the answers from the 
teacher or tutor," he said. 

As a TAin Marketing, graduate stu
dent Sugiarto Usman didn't agree with 
the service. 

"For me, it sounds like a retail busi
ness. I won't participate in any kind of 
online TA like this," he said. 

However, ridethebellcurve. com 
still believes that students will collabo
rate every time they are unable to 
complete an assignment. They feel 
that offering step-by-step solutions 
developed by graduate students pro
vides a better learning experience than 
copying the solutions from a friend. 
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MeJ'Cantile LibFary 

The Friends in Art exhibit chronicles the 4O-year 
friendship between Thomas Hart Benton, a pre
eminent American regionalist, and Lyle 
Wocx:Icock, Benton's friend and patron since the 
19305. It is free and open to the public. The exhi
bition will run from Oct 30 to Jan. 15 during nor
mal library hours. For more information call 
x7240. 

Tree LightJn--9 

The seventh annual Tree Lighting Ceremony at 
4:30 p.m. in Alumni Circle will hail the Holiday 
Season. Carolers, hot chocolate, apple cider and 
cookies will add to the festivities. This holiday 
event is sponsored by Administrative Services. 

Greek-American Art Exhibit 

Nineteen Greek-American artists from the 
Midwest will showcase their works in a single 
exhibit "Expressions of a Dual Ethnicitj : Greek
American Spirits Simmering Throughout the 
Plains" in the Century Room C of the MSC until 
Friday, Dec. 7, from noon until 7 p.m. The event 
is free and open to the public. 

AIDS Luminary 
- - --

Residential HaIl Association will host the fifth 
annual Luminary Observation for Aids 
Awareness at 4:30 p.m . in Alumni Circle as a part 
of the Tree Lighting Ceremony. 

Toys for Tots 

The Current is hosting a toy drive for underpriv
ileged children. Toys milybe be dropped off in 
the canister outside the current office in MSC 
388 until Friday. Dec. 1-1-. Monetary donations 
may slipped under the door. 

UniVeFSilJ Si.Rg~ Concert 

The University Singers and University Chorales 
will present free concert at 7:30 p.m. in the 
Chapel of Mmi1lac Provincial House. The con
cert will feature works by Brahms. Kopylov, 
Rheinberger, dt:::. Pres, Busto, Mozart and 
Nelhhybel. FOf more information contact Katie 
Matsumoto at x5980. 

Tuesday 4 

Taize P-rayer 

Every one is invited to attend the Taize I'rayer-a 
quiet time for song, scripture, prdyer and medita
tion. The event, sponsored by Baptist Collegiate 
Ministry, Catholic Newman Center, Lutheran 
Campus Ministry and Wesley Foundation 
Campus tvU.ni try, will be held from 12:30 p,m. to 
12:55 p.m. in 254 MSC. This e ent will also be 
held on Tu 'day 11 and 18. 

Graduation Fair . 

From 11 am. to 7 p.m., graduates can purchase 
their caps and gowns receive their guest tickets 
order announcements, look at las. tinu and 
receive infol1nation about the Alumni 
As ociatioIL The free fair will be in the 
Universi ty Book,tore in the MSC Tue-sctay 
tltrough Thursday. For more information call 
Cindy Vantine at x5442. 

/ he Current 

Univers..ity Orc;.tmsira 

The University Orchestra will perform a free hol
iday concert at 7:30 p.m . .in th.e Provincial House 
Chapel . Compositions .ill the performance 
include Viyaldi's "Laudamus te" from Gloria, 
Hovhaness ' "Watchman, Tell Us of the Night," 
and Corelli 's "Christmas Concerto" from 
Concerto Grosso in G min.or. 

Thursday 6 
-----

Photos of New York 

Shela Metzner's "New York 2000," a series of 
photographs of New York including the Trade 
Towers and other works of New York architec
ture, will be exhibited in the Public Policy 
Research Center Gallery in 362 Social Sciences 
and Business Building. The gallery is open daily 
from 8 am. to 5 p.m. The exhibit will run 
tltrough Jan. 29. 

- -

Cardfest 

Various card games will be played, during 
Cardfest in 316 MSC from 7 p.m. to 10 p.m. 
The event is sponsored by PLHCSA. Come 
enjoy a game of Spades Go Fish, Hearts, Black 
Jack Bridge, Gin RUIIlD1Y Of any other card 
game. It yow: draw. 

Friday 7 

Physics & Astronomy Forum 

Jay A. Switzer from the Department of 
Chemistry and Materials Research Center at 
UM-Rolla w.ill speak on "Epitaxial 
Electrooepostion of M;etal Oxide 
Semiconductors" in 328 Benton Hall at 3 p.m. 
The lecture is free and open to the public. For 
more information contact Alice Canavan at 
x5933. 

Tuesday 11 

Community Chorus Concert 

'The Community Chorus will present a free con
cert at MariIlac Provincial Hall in the Chapel at 

7:30 p.m. For more information contact Katie 
Matsumoto at x5980. 

Tuesday 18 

Chancellor's Holiday Dinner 

University Relations is hosting the Chancellor's 
Holiday Dinner in the Nosh at 11 :30 am. to 1 :30 
p.m. This dinner for UM-St Louis students , fac
ulty and staff is free but tickets are required. 
Tickets will be available at all campus buildings. 
For more information contact Sara Henson at 
x5446. 
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H~liday Fest lights· up UMSL 
BY SARA PORTER 

Senior Writer 

Holiday Fest, a week-long series of 
events, took place from Nov. 26-30 as 
a means for UM-St Louis students' 

f.. and faculty to celebrate the holidays 
and give to the community. 

This year's Christmas celebration 
consisted of several Ouistmas carols, 
various food baskets, plenty of organi
zations inspired decorations, one Neil 
Simon play, one trip to the ballet, and 
a partridge in a pear tree. 

'''This is the 17th year that we've 
been doing this as a means to celebrate 
the holiday," said Deni Kiehl, Student 
Services Adviser, and organizer of the 
event 

Holiday Fest began Monday with 
the lighting of the Giving Tree, a 
Christmas tree at the bottom floor of 

• the Millennium Center. 

• 

II 

• 

'The Giving Tree features orna
ments presented by various organiza
tions and departments," Kiehl said. 
''We also have various departments 
collect food baskets for the needy." 

Tuesday's event consisted of a din
ner theater production of Neil Simon's 
play ''Plaza Suite" (reviewed in this 
issue). The price of admission was 
five canned goods from each person 
or '$5 donated to Northside Team 
Ministries. . 

Maggie Matthewsl 

"Northside Team Ministries is a 
non-denominational organization 
which delivers food to people," Kiehl 
said. 'The only requirement is you 
have to be in need." 

Wednesday's events consisted of 
decorating the Giving Tree and· carol
ing by the University Singers, Father 
Bill Kempf of the Catholic Newman 
Center, and volunteers from organiza
tions who helped with singing and 
passing out refreshments such as 
eggnog, Christmas cookies, and was
sail (hot apple qder). The volunteers 
also hung the Friendship Garland, a 
garland signed with people's names 
on rings of construction paper and 
wrapped around the tree. 

Music Education majors, Robin Mik and Cara Clemens and Psychology major, Patrick Ploch sing Christmas Carols during Holiday Fest 
on Wednesday near the Nosh. 

The volunteers said they were 
interested as a need to represent their 
organizations. 

''We wanted our organization to 

t'This is a way of giving to oth-

ers and providing an outreach 

to give to people who are less ' 

fortunate than we are. " 
Matt Hubber 

. MENCI Instrumental Ensemble 

Diwall Festival was 
• a roanng success 

BY JENNIFER DODD 

Senior Writer 

On Saturday, Nov. 17> the Indian 
Student Association put on its annual 
Diwali Nite. Diwali Nile is the Indian 
Festival of lights. The. evening was 
filled with music and dancing rituals as 
well as with modem dances. There 
was traditional Indian food, and a 
chance to learn more about Indian cul
ture. 

In order to understand how the 
evening went, you must first compre
hend what Diwali is, and its impor
tance to Indian culture. It is a combina
tion of the U.S. Christmas and Fourth 
of July. There are presents and fire
works. Tbere is also a religious theme 
to it In this sense, the Diwali Festival is 
similar to Olristmas. Indian people 
practice Hinduism, and it is more than 
just a religion, it is a way of life. 

This festival is also about the light
ing of the lamps and. each lamp signi
fies wishes, such as health and wealth. 
The lights have a dbuble meaning 
because they also signify the light of 
hope. The Diwali festival centers 
around good's triumph over evil This 
struggle, in which right triumphs over 
wrong, lasts for about five days. 

'This is the fifth year for the Diwali 
festival at UM"St. Louis. I became 
president of the Indian Student 
Association in August.. " 

Ever since-, August we have started 
planning for this event little by little." 

said Sujay James, a graduate student in 
CS. 

This year's Diwali Festival was a 
treat for the eyes. There was a slide 
show in the beginning that showed var
ious art, and Indian music to get you in 
the cultural mood. After the slide show 
there were various dances by women, 
many of them UM-St Louis students . . 

One of the more reeogIDz.able faces 
was Shiva Matthe\vs. Matthews, a grad 
student majoring in MIS, performed a 
solo dance. as well as dances \.vith other 
women. Matthews had a very expres
sive face aud the audience could tell she 
enjoyed showing the various dances of 
the Indian culture. 

"Shlva is vice president of the Indian 
Student Association. She worh.w for 
about a month, practicing her dances. 
She is a very good dancer," said Sujay 
James. 

There was also a fashion show dis
'playing traditional Indian clothing. One 
of the novice models on stage received 
a lot of applause. The cause of the 
excitement Was that the model. Shoeb 
Kahu, was last year's ISA president . 
The graduate student was hamming it 
up for the audience. 

This year's attendance was much 
larger than last year's, making it a suc
cess. 

'We didn't have much of a budget 
this year, and ] was really worried about 
how things would turn out. We sold 
about two hundred and fifty tickets. 
Last year, we had about one hundred 

Various dances were perfomred 
at the Diwali Festival, many of 
them by UMSL students. 

and seventy five guests," said James. 
The Di wali Festival helped s\l.ldents 

learn more about the Indian culture and 
its people. 

''My goal this year for the festival 
was to gather all people. I wanted 
lnternational students to attend as well 

. as Americans. I wanted people to feel 
good at this event," James said "I feel 
that is was beneficial to Americans, 
that they know about other cultures and 
traditions. " 

participate in this activity," said Susan 
Mason, of the Political Science 
Graduate Student Association. 

"I gor involved in it last year 
because I wanted to promote the 
University in a campus activity," said 
Matt Hubber, MENO Instrumental 
Ensemble. 

The final event was a Student 
Activities sponsored trip to the Fox 
Theatre for 'The Nutcracker" ballet, on 
Nov. 30. 

'The [Holiday Fest] gives a sense of 
holiday spirit," Rubber said '''This is a 
way of giving to others and providing 
an outreach to give to people who are 

less fortunate than we are." 
In previous years the Holiday Fest 

has produced money for chality. 
'The last couple of years we have 

collected hundreds of baskets and sev
eral hundred dollars in cash," Kiehl 
said. 

Many organizations helped sponsor 
the event including Student Activities, 
MSC Building Operations and 
Auxiliary Services, the University 
Program Board. Gloria Schultz from 
the Student Center bookstore provided 
refreshment~. 'TWo Fraternities, Sigma 
Pi and Sigma Tau, delivered the food 
baskets to the charitable organizations. 

International nights 
feature Asian cultures 

BY FAR1KA RUSLI 

Sta/fWriter 

Two International Nights were 
held before Thanksgiving. The Thai 
Night, held Nov. 10 at MSC Century 
A and B, had 150 gue.sts .. while The 
China Night, held Nov. 16 at the 
Provincial House, was attended by 
120 guests. 

Chris Sullivan, The International 
Students Adviser, attended both 
nights. 

"Since our party is open to every
body, the guests include not only our 
members and their family or friends, 
but also the international people, 
such as UMSL students, faculty or 
staff.' 

Their performances were quite 
different Thai Night featured tradi
tional arts such as flower dance, 
fighting kra bee kra bong and play
ing kim instrument, while China 
Night featured ballet dancing. 
karaoke singing. and many games, 
included lucky draw. 

''We cooked ail the food to guar
antee it was Chinese style, because 
most of the Chinese restaurants cook 
Chinese food American style," said 
Jun Wu, president of Chinese 
Student Association. ''The prepara
tion, including cooking, involved 
more than twenty members along 
with their families." 

Nuttawui Kietchaiyakom, presi
dent of the Thai Student Association, 

said that they tried to change the 
menu and performances because he 
was afraid that people may get 
bored. 

Graduate student WhinBky 
Rarijadi. who attended Thai Night, 
said, .. 

I think last year wa~ better since 
today they are running out of food." 

Sugiarto Usman, graduate, com
mented on China Night 

"1 love Chinese food, it is vety 
good. But I don't think the food is 
enough for everybody here." 

The guests and organizers were 
satisfied with the entertainment. 
Denise Mussman, adviser · of Thai 
Students and Dr. Haiyan Cai, advis
er of Chinese Students, said that they 
didn't involve themselves too much 
in the preparation, but both were 
proud of their students ' hard work. 

'They picked different activities 
from last year's performance. It 
shows how hard they worked," 
Mussman said. "As a group, they 
work very well." 

Mussman and Cai, who had been 
advisers since their organizations 
were founded, hoped that the two 
organizations would keep growing 
and stay active so that they will not 
only be useful for the members, but 
also for students. 

"Students came from many coun
tries, so I hope this event can help 
them to make friendship and to get 
know each other better," Cai said. 

When the 9-ass is half empty, fill it up again 
ON THE BRIGHT SIDE 

EMIL.Y UMBRIGHT 

All I really wanted was to sit in 
front of my computer with a Diet 
Coke-. 

Originally, I planned to write about 
Christmas lights, but it being the end of 
the semester and havirig other things on 
my mind, I couldn't psych myself up to 
write-about something festive. Not that 
1 wanted to tackle deep thoughts either; 
really I just wanted a Diet Coke. 

So when it mysteriously knocked 
over, spilling most of its contents 
across the desk, which was covered in 
outdated pre-ss releases and tangled 
computer wires, I breathed a fatigued 
sigh of ironic gratitude. 

After watching the carpet drain the 
carbonated beverage that 1 should have 
been drinking. I looked over to the bot
fie and noticed it was a quarter Of the 

way full"'"--<lr empty, depending on 
your outlook 

OUtlook is everything. In terms of 
Christmas lights, an outlook can make 
a retail worker feel overwhelmed by 
the Christmas commercialization, a lit
tle kid look to the sky for a flying sled 
and reindeer, or jump-start competition 
between neighbors to cover their 
homes and lawns with colored bulbs 
and glowing figurines. 

My moment of nostalgia came, 
surprisingly, while driving down 
Tucker Blvd. last week. I happened to 
look up and notice lights dangling 
from the streetlights. Maybe I never 
noted them in previous years, but I 
thought it was nice that the City of St 
Louis would take the time to decorate 
the city. It created an old-fasbioned, 

neighborhood feel, similar to the area 
that I grew up in. 

For the split second that I looked up 
to appreciate the Ouistmas lights, I 
pushed aside the neglected school 
work I left behind to go to a show to 
reminisce on holiday seasons of the 
past It put all of my ctnrent anxieties. 
worries, and doubts into perspective as 
I realized they would all cease in a mat
ter of weeks. 

Nevertheless, I still have to go to 
school, and work, and then back home 
to tackle the term papers and finals. I, 
like many people dragging themselves 
through the motions of daily life, seem 
to have lost even the slightest inkling 
of motivation. Yet, there must be some
thing left to push me through to the 
next moments of time that will, hope-

fully, be better. 
Keeping with reality, rather than a 

world of lights, it is only natural that I 
would need a jolt of energy like the one 
commonly found in a Diet Coke. It is 
also only natural that it would spill at 
the moment I thought I need it most It 
enabled me to zone out while watching 
it spread across the table onto the floor, 
and allowed me to p=astinate the 
inevitable "getting down to work" in 
order to clean up the mess. 

For a brief moment, the spilling that 
occurred caused me to half-jokingly 
ponder the eternal problem of a glass 
being half-empty or half-full, upon 
which I think I have reached a conclu
sion: It may start out full, then be 
drained to emptiness, but eventually, 
you'l1 get thirsty again and have to fill it. 
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UpcGlnin 
Events 

Finally, the last "real" week 
of school is here. Just before 
you rush out the door to settle 
down for a night of studying, 
however, pay attention to some 
of the things still happening 
around campus, namely, the 
Toys for Tots charity drive and 
the Greek-American Artists 
Exhibit, both taking place in the 
Millennium Student Center. 

"Expressions of a Dual 
Ethnicity: Greek-American 
Spirits Simmering Throughout 
the Plains" features modem 
artwork by 19 Greek-American 
artists from the Midwest who 
experiment with many types of 
media. 

The exhibit will continue 
through Dec. 7, from noon until 
7 p.m. in Century Room C on 
the third floor of the MSC. The 
exhibit is sponsored by the 
Center for International 
Studies, the Karakas Family ~ 
Foundation for the 
Advancement of Hellenic 
Studies, Hellenic Spirit 
Foundation, AHEPA Chapters 53 
and 395, Hellenic Society of St. 
Louis, and the Webster 
University Film Series. 

Toys for Tots will be collect
ing new toys and cash donations 
during the weeks of Dec. 3 and 
Dec. 10. The charity is specifi~ 

. cally requesting donors to keep 
. in mind the needs of older kids 
who might want things like bas
ketballs, baseballs, and board 
games. The drive will be locat
ed on the second floor of the 
MSC. 
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(·liB'·am,·)." . You can't bring a 
Celebrate the season ·good man down 
(but don't forget your classes) Flrst off, I want to make it com- We are comfortable with our-

With the end of the semester only 
weeks away, students are beginning to 
pack it in and throw in the towel. After 
all, before too long we'll all be away 
from here, celebrating with fami! y and 
friends from our homes, and this 
semester will be but a memory. 

some of us are having it funded by 
outside sources i.e. parents, federal 
government, etc.-and we really 
shouldn't screw it up. 

For many of us, the antidpa- pletely clear that this column is not a selves as people and ourselves as 
tion of winter snows and ego trip for myself, and indeed it men, and know that our virtues and 
wann fires 1S quickly setting does have a point morals will carry us to the promised 

This title, taken from a famous iand, wherever it may be. 

The semester has been long and 
tiring, but isn't that how it's supposed 
to be? After all, if college was easy, 
then we,d all have our B.s. in b.s., and 
wouldn't that be great? 

in. And while this· is a good song by Randy Newman, says it all. As a personal example, last 
time for family and celebra- Sure, it may sound rather arm- Thursday was the annual UMSL-
tion, we students tend to for- gaut, but I refuse to be beaten. I fum- SlUE basketball game. Being a 
get about those all-too-impor- ly believe that if you are a good man cheerleader for the Rivermen, I was While this is a great feeling indeed, 

let's not forget the task at hand: pass-
ing those final We're all alive, 

and I'm pretty sure 
that that Chemistry 
class isn't going to 
kill you LITliess you 
let it. C'mon, as 
Knute Rockne 
would say, and "Will 
one for the Gipper!" 

you will always win. on tbe sidelines performing (please, 
tant final exams. rve never understood why my save the homosexnal jokes for 

examinations. 
Whether it be a pro
ject, term paper or 
comprehensive 
exam, it's pretty 
easy to forget about 
study time and read-
ings. 

Don't be stupid. 
Do you really 

want to spoil 14 plus 
weeks of hard work 
and dedication 
because J.c. 
Penny's is having a 
killer sale? There 
will be plenty of 
time for that later, but let's not forget 
the task at hand. 

Sure, we'd all love to be out in the 
snow rolling around and making snow 
angels, but unfortunately we've all 
made a dedication to our future-and 

Finish up the 
semester, and go 
home. Swap war st0-
ries with your long
time. friends, parents 
and family. Shove 37 
holiday cookies in 
your mouth and 
watch 'A Christmas 

Story' in your underwear. 
Celebrate the spmt of the season, 

which ever spirit you may hold holy, . 
and Happy Holidays! And if you're 
stuck with that cheek-pinching Aunt 
Rosa, we'll, it's better than school! 

.: • ., , q-=~ . 

.~ ., ~:" ~ l~ ~ -

Students take the days in 

stride. and just chill. Before 
too long, we'll all be at home 
and far, far away from school 
Just push through these last 
few weeks, salvage those 
grades, and go home happy. 
Happy Holidays from The 
Current! 

Tell us what you think! Drop us 
a Line at the office, 388 II&. or 
online at: 

thecurrentonline.com 

We're all in need of something greater 
The week before Thanksgiving I 

attended the hunger banquet at UM-St. 
Louis. I did not know exactly what I 
was getting myself into, but I left with 
a greater sense of the hunger problem 
that is in this world. I hoped that my 
eyes would be opened to ~ those in 
need. 

On my way home from a Choral 
Concert Nov. 21, I saw need and chose 
not to ignore it He wore thin polyester 
pants, worn tennis shoes, and a button
up jacket on a cold November night. 
He carefully ~LePped out to the side
walk using his cane. on his head was a 
navy blue. hat with "Christ is King" 
stitched across the front in white let
ters. It was cold and windy on the 
street, but the night sky showcased a 
diamond star spectacle. 

Cars whizzed by, headed to their 
destinations. Some drivers $topped to 
refuel at the gas station, where Jerry 
makes his home. He is an older man, 
living behind a fence at an Amoco sta
tion near Kingshighway and 
Manchester. 

I stopped aud offered him some 
bread, bologna, and bananas and talked 
with him for a while. He said he was 
hungry and that he was just on his way 
to look through the trash cans like he 
does every night A few minutes earli
er he had asked if he could pump gas 
for one of the drivers who had stopped; 
the driver told him he was a "wine
guzzling nigger." Jerry explained to me 
that he only drank once in his life- on 
his 21st birthday. "Today is my 61st," 
he said. 

. Jerry has lived on the streets for six 
years. Many of the police officers in 
the area bring him blankets and coats 

. when it gets cold. The neighbors leave 

him wood to bum in his barrels, but 
when it ge.ts too cold, he goes to a near
by "old folks" home for the winter. At 
the home, he said the workers abuse 
and steal from the elderly. He has been 
fighting Social Security without a 
lawyer for a while now. He recently 
received a letter (a neighbor accepts his 
mail), and he might be eligible for 
Disability. He i:i hoping the really cold 
weather will hold off until he gets the 
check. 

trA few minutes 
earlier he had 
asked if he could 
pum p gas for one 
of the drivers who 
had stopped; the 
driver told him he 
was a fwine-guz
zling nigger.'" 

Jerry described how his life took a 
turn. "I used to own a shoe store," he 
said. "I don't have any family, you 
never know what is going to happen." 

Now he still tries to work for his 
money, pumping gas or cleaning win
dows. It is not easy. The gas station 
stopped putting out windshield clean
ing materials and paper towels because 
people would steal them. The night 
before, Jerry told me, he had witnessed 
a knife-threat robbery. He· said, 
"People make calls for (!rugs at the 
payphones, crack bags are in the park-

ing lot, never have I seen a generation 
like this." 

He was old, skinny, and probably 
hadn't taken a shower in a while. 
However, this man blessed me with the 
ability to see beyond my own circum
stance and feel compassion. 

He smiled warmly, and expressed 
thanks for the food and the conversa
tion. He has arthritis in his knees and 
ankles, and he told me htl had recently 
fallen in a garbage bin, which landed 
him in an article in the. newspaper. It's 
funny that he ended up in another one. 

People pass by the homeless on the 
streer all the time. They tend to feel 
sorry, disgusted, angry, or sad. The 
need. in this world is real. Talking with 
this man helped me gairi a new sober
ness and respect for life that we some
times take for granted. The whole time 
I talked with Jerry he did not feel sorry 
for himself, beg, or complain (aside 
from his body aches). He did express 
that he coUJ.dn't do it alone, though. 

" I couldn't make. it without Jesus," 
Jerry said. He even prayed with me 
before I left. We are all needy like 
Jeny- maybe just an illness, a family 
member's death, or a bad circumstance 
away from the streets ourselves. 

This holiday season, it's important 
to reflect upon the meaning behind 
Christmas. Listen to famiJiar 
Christrrias carols with a fresh ' ear. 
Think of why you give gifts instead of 
how much they cost. Remember the 
child born in a stable, and' ask yourself, 
"What child is this?" Think of the mir
acle behind the menorah and open your 
heart to the existence of the divine. For 
what is man but a breath, we all need 
something greater. 

-Kelli Solt, senior writer 

How do you feel about the 
topics we've written about? 

• Christmas already? 
• Can't keep a good man down 

• End of the semester 

You can make your voice 
heard in a variety of ways! 

II!"'"'""". · .•.. - ·/~=-~l ... ~ •.... ¥: .... ,J1 .. 1· i{ -·~l:.': . .. ',J '" l '. \ j ,·l i';;," 
t-.' t ,,~ . r' ....... , 
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• 
Demetrius Anderson 
Freshman I Computer 

Science 

----,,---

• Submit a Letter to the Editor 
• Write a Guest Commentary 
• Visit the Online Forums 

at thecurrentonline.com 

Amelia Dubach 
Sophomore I Math Education 

--,---"-'---,,-

fellow man has refused to accept this. another time). I was very happy to 
~~=~ ~~~~~ 

witnessed a bully in who showed up for 
action? Whether it be the game, including 
a schoolyard fight, a the Sigma Tau 
irate driver, or a over- Gamma fraternity, 
bearing co-worker, it who brought 20 plus 
·truly is a sickening men to the game 
sight to see. (being Greek myself, 

After all, we're the it's nice to ~ our 
ones who will pull organizations at this 
over on the interstate type of event) I went 
when we ~ your flat up to say hello (con-
tire. Or hold the door sidered a no-no by 
open when your most manly stan-
hands are full, or give NICK BOWMAN dards) and we talked 
you the last piece of Editor-in-Chi~f for awhile. And as I 
bread at dinner. fumed my head, one 

Now we don't do this so you'll of them spit on my back. 
notice it, we do it because it's in our I don't think I need to go any fur-
blood; it's what we do. ther, except to say that this behavior 

To my fellow 'nice guys' out is the reason why we, as a society, 
there, I applaud you. I applaud your will never be able to get past our 
endurance to stand in the face of ignorance. 
machismo and nod your head. I In the spirit of the season, I urge 
applaud your integrity to ignore the the good. men of this world to give, 
taunts and tirades of the pricks that and show what it truly means to bea 
inhabit this world, and your willing- man. We can honestly never rid our
ness to boost the little guys just one selves of this testosterone cancer 
step higher, even if that step higher is (indeed we need it..who else would 
above you. dig our ditches or wrestle on WWF), 

People like us are what makes this but we can reverse it's effects. Return 
fine world rotate, and who are self- to chivalry, for indeed it is the only 
less enough to do anything possible way. (And I promise you the ladies 
to make that -rotation continue. will appreciate it too.) 

Christmas aIready~ 
As I was driving to my buddy's 

house the day after Thanksgiving, I 
noticed that the houses were all dec
orated with Christmas lights. The 
street lights are all decorated in green 
garland, and then it occurs to me: it's 
officii¥ly the Christmas season. 

The season sneaked up on me this 
year. The semester has gone by as one 
complete blur. It ~ms that midterms 
were only a week ago, and now there 
are finals to deal with. 

As a student. I really haven't fully 
enjoyed the holiday season as much 
as I'd like to the past three years. It 
seems like December is full of term 
papers and finals; and when it's over, 
it's usually a week 
until Christmas. One 
of the things that 
keeps me going is 
reminding myself 
that by spending this 
time on school work 

. will lead to a good 
job where I can really 
enjoy the season. 

rest of us. While he was waiting, he 
passed the time by downing multiple 
Long Island Iced Tea~s. When we got 
there, he was stumbling, bumbling 
drunk. During the dinner, he ordered 
a baked potato with the works. Wheq 
i! arrived, he grabbed the potato with 
two hands and smashed it into his, 
mouth, a la Cookie Monster. Butter 
and sour cream went everywhere. 

Of course, the best times are with 
family. A couple of years ago, my 
youngest sister still believed in Santa 
Claus. My mother was working as a 
night shift nurse, and she had to work 
Christmas Eve into Christmas. The 
frunily wondered, what to do? Our 

mother was going to 
be too tired Christmas 
morning to open pre
sents. We finally 
came up with an idea: 
my older sister and I 
would take my little 
sister on a walk to ~ 
Christmas lights on 
Christmas Eve night 
before our Mother 
had to go to work. 
When we came back, 
we just missed Santa 
Claus, but he left all 

I know it's the 
holiday season when 
it's time to make the 
holiday fruit baskets 
at the grocery store 
where I work. It's 
always fun carefully ........ ~!.~.y~ .. .Y.'.'.~.~~ ....... . 

sorts of presents for 
us. We were ahle to 
convince my little 
sister, but we almost 

constructing the bas
kets, then inserting 

Managing Editor 

green tissue paper between the fruit to 
give the basket a fuller look. 
Sometimes the fruit doesn't agree 
with me, and· falls all over the place. 
But more often than not everything 
looks OK, and I'm able to retain my 
title as 'Fruit Basket Master of the 
Universe.' 

One of the events that I love to 
attend is the Full-TImer Dinner at the 
grocery store where I work. I've 
worked So long at the grocery store 
that even though I'm a part-timer, 
they still invite me along. We usually 
have a few beers, and reminisce on 
the year gone by. One of our associ
ates .had an incident that's still repeat
ed to this day. Two years ago, he 
arrived at the restaurant before the 

froze our butts off in the process. 
My older sister, who attends col

lege in Arizona, will stop by in mid
December for a visit She will only be 
around for a few days, but our family · 
is excited to see her and experience a 
second Christmas in the middle of 
December. • 

AJ; the Holiday season kicks into 
full . swing, I find myself growing 
closer to family and friends. I am 
blessed to have a terrific collection of 

. both. 
As the school year comes to a 

close, dear reader, I want to thank you 
for· your support throughout 'the 
semester. I wish you the Happiest of 
Holidays and a Blessed New Year. 

Rev. Richard Tudor 
Graduate I German 

Preethi Nallu 
Sophomore / Computer Science 

----,,--- --:----" ---
Relax, spend time with my 
family for the holidays and 

prepare for the next semester. 

S~nding some time with my 
family and friends. 

I'm an Episcopal priest. I work 
full time during Christmas and 

I'm probably going to work 
most of the time and maybe 
take about 10 days off and 

visit my cousins. 
. Advent. 

----,,--- ----,,--'-:--':'--:'-' '':'''-"......--'-- " --- " 
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UMSL fresh
man Doug 
Lee goes up 
for two 
points dur
ing a 80-70 
loss to SlUE. 

Basketball Extra 
UMSL marks first GLVe wi 

* Ch1i\t)' Lane leads in scoring with 30 points and four blocks 
,_ , S~. LQllIS, MO - TIle illvt-St. 
~ . , . oaiJ,:,ccboll team 
marked their ®l Great Lakes allev 
Conferelle' win. beating Lewis 
University 71-51 Saturdny afternoon. 
The win pu c Ri ern' men to 2-3 

· overall and 1- in the conference. 
The first half began with a 5-0 run 

by the Ri\ .:!Women, which began with 
n three point mar by Christy Lane 
(lmperi<lt MolSeckmaniOM-Rolla). 

· The Hyer's gained. the lead when 
Trncey BuchhoJz hit a rhrce at the 
17: 17 marlc. UMSL would trail tOr the 
next fh-e minurcs until Sophia Ruffin 
(Chicugo, lllJRend Lake CC) tied the 
game at 13-13 with a three, but Lewis 
quickly responded to go up again by 
three. UMSL went QII a 9-0 run to take 

the lead. Ajumper from Lewis would 
put !be.Flyen> wil.hin two. but UMSL 
would ~-park an 11-0 run with 6 points 
from Lane to enter the half with a 38-
25 advantage. UMSL shot 46.4% 
from the field and a\'eraged 44.4% 
from behind the arc. 

In the second half. Lewis began to 
inch their way back into the game with 
a 6-0 run. but a foul b. ' the Flyers 
would put it to a haIr. Two jwnpers by 
Jessica Woods (Coppell TXlfexas 
Wesleyan College) and Larissa 
Cordiano (Melbourne. 
Australia/University of Wyoming) 
kept the Riverwomen leading by dou
ble digits. Le'l\is quickly bit two buck
ets to get within 16 points at the 7:15 
mark, but that would be a~ dose a~ the 

Flyers would get the rest of the game. 
The Riverwome hit free throw:; 
00\\11 the tretch [0 clinch tl ir fi ;t 

conference \-ictOlY 71-51. 
UMSL was led in scoring by 

Christy Lane with 30 points. tw O 
blocks and four steals. Jessica Woods 
had a career higb \\ith 12 rebounds 
and Sophia Ruffin added 13 points. 
Larissa Cordiano also contributed a 
career high of nine points. The 
Riverwomen play their last home 
game in the month of December thi. 
Monday, December 3. when they host 
Washbmn with a 5:30 pm start. 

(release coune\J' of 
Todd Addington, UMSL SID) 

Rivermen fall to Lewis at home 
* Loss is second in a row at ho1ne, face MoBap on Tuesday 

ST. LOUIS, MO - The 1.J'MSL 
Rivermen fell behihd early in the 
game to Lewi. Universir and never 
recovered in losing 66-58 Saturday 
afternoon at the Mark Twain 
Building. The Flyer:' scored the first 
seven points of the game. forcing 
UMSL to play from behind. as Lcmis 
held off a second half rally from the 
Riverroen for the win. 

Lewi open"ed up with seven points 
in the first two minute of the game 
for an early lead. UMSL would cQIDe 
back and tie the game at 8-8 and 
stuyed close the rest of the half. The 

· Ayers !hen used II 4-0 run witb five 
minutes left in the half to' push the 
lec(lG to. seven point..~ 20-13. Sammy 
Bacino. then bit a tl)ree..pointer \'liTh 
0: 11 left in the half to send Lewis into 
halftime with a 30-20 lead. 

The second half saw the Ayers 
come out and use a 10-2 run to open 
the half and open up the game. Lewis 
led 40-22 after a jumper from 
Demitrius HU.Qter at the 17 minute 
mark. The lead would get to. as much 
as 20 points, 51-31. at the 12:31 mark 
before the Riveunen Jrlllde a charge. 
IJMSL would score 13 straight points 
O\'er the next five and a half minutes 
to start a 17·2 mn. A layup from Doug 
Lee (St Louis. Mo..lLadue) at the five 
minute mam then capped the UMSL 
rally and closed the gap to five points 
at 53-4.~. but that was a<; close as 
UMSLwould get the rest of the way. 
Lewis bit 6000.1"-7 from the free throw 
line over the 'final six minutes to. cap 
with win. 

UMSL w, led by Deryu Ccarter 
{Elgin, 1llJ1.arkin) \\'irh 14 points. 

Scott Kassel (Perryville. 
MoJPerryville), who. played most llf 

the game after suffering a cut around 
his eye. scored 13 points and pulled 
down six rebounds. Lewis was led by 
Austin Real with 18 points and 
Sammy Bacino added 18 points and 
seven assi ts. UMSL committed I 
turnovers in the game. including 13in 
the pivotal first half. 

The Rivermen fall to 3-2 Qverall in 
me season and 1-2 in the Great Lakes 
Valley Conference. UlvISL will host 
Missouri Baptist in a non-conference 
game Qn Tuesday. December 4 at 7:45 
pm before heading o.n the road ne;u 
weekend. 

(reletLSe cmmesy of 
Todd Addingto1l, UMSL SID) 

R·men drop 
to SlUE at 
home 80-70 · 

BV DAVE KINWORTHV 

Staff Editor 

The Rivennen's basketball team 
led in the first half of their contest 
against SIU-Edwardsville 32-31 with 
7:00 remaining, but never could 
regain the lead as UM-St. Louis was 
defeated by SIU-Edwardsville 80-70. 

In the first half, the Rivennen tied 
the contest 29-29 on conversions from 
Derrick Redd and Scott KasseL Then 
UM-St. Louis moved ahead 32-31 on 
a three-pointer from senior Deryn 
Carter. 

STU-Edwardsville would rally off 
the UM-St. Louis lead as STU
Edwardsville scored on consecutive 
three-pointers to take the lead 42-38 
into halftime. 

In the second half, SIU
Edwardsville extended their lead with 
an eight-point run that put the 
Cougars ahead 58-49. The Rivermen 
were able to cut the lead to 58-60 on a 
steal and layup by Redd, but to no 
avail as SIU-Edwardsville maintain 
their lead and pushed the score to 72-
63 in the closing minutes. 

The Rivermen were led by 
Carter's 21 points, while Redd fin
ished the contest with 18 respectively. 
Senior Jim Schelich finished the game 
with 12 points and nine rebounds. 

The loss was the Rivermen's first 
of the year, moving them to 3-1 on the 
season and 1-1 in the Great Lakes 

Valley Conference. 
Previously, UM-St. Louis defeated 

the then no. 8 nationally-ranked 
Southern Indiana by a score of 69-53. 

Southern Indiana was averaging 
106 points a game going into the con
test, but the Rivermen's defense and 
Carter's 25 points and six rebounds 
helped pave the way towards an lIM
St. Louis victory. Mindaugas 
Adamonis and Jim Schelich added 11 
and nine points respectively in the vic
tory. 

UM-St. Louis only allowed the 
Screamin' Eagles to hold the lead one 
time during the contest, a 2000 lead on 
the first basket of the game. The 
Rivennen then went on a 12-2 run and 
lead at halftime by a score of 27-21. 

In the second half, the Rivennen 
shot 65 percent from the field and 
maintained preseason All American 
Marlowe Currie with good pressure 
defense. Currie would finish the game 
with 23 points. The Rivennen would 
then outscore Southern Indiana in the 
second half 42-32 to knock of one of 
the preseason favorites to dethrone 
Kentucky Wesleyan as the reigning 
GLVC champions. 

The Rivemlen will go on the road 
for two Great Lakes Valley 
Conference matches as lIM-St. Louis 
will play at St. Joseph 's and 
Indianapolis before coming home 
over the holidays to host lIM-Rolla 
Dec. 15 and Harris Stowe Dec. 19. 

5 UE defeats 
UMSL 

BY DAVE KINWORTHV 

Sta.ff Edit01' 

The Riverwomen's basketball 
team lost a heartbreaker as SID
Edwardsville defeated UM-St Louis 
in overtime last Thursday 72-67. 

UM-St LoWs too:k a mall le<ld 
going into ha1ftime 31-24, but SIU
Edwardsville rallied in the second half 
to take the lead 56-51 with 4:08 
remaining in regulation . 

A steal by Lynette Wellen and a 
layup would close the gap to 53-56 
and Christy Lane hit two consecutive 
three-pointers to give the Riverwomen 
the lead 59-57 with only 1:04 remain
ing. 

SID-Edwardsville would tie the 
game at 59-59 on a shot in the paint. 

With only five seconds remaining 
in the contest, SID-Edwardsville 
missed a crucial shot and the 
Riverwomen rebounded and were 
heading in the other direction, only to 
have a controversial offensive foul 
called on W.::llen for tripping while she 
ran up the court. 

"I didn't see the play, but the refer
ee said that she tripped her," coach 
Michelle Ethridge said. "If he said she 
tripped her, I guess my job as the head 
coach is to believe the official. 
Luckily, she missed the free throw and 
then we called the timeout, and hope
fully we iced her. That did not kill us 
too much." 

SID-Edwardsville, aJready in the 
bonus, missed on a shot that hit the 
back rim, giving the Riverwomen an 
opportunity to redeem themselves. 
Sophia Ruffin carried the ball up the 
court and was stripped of the ball a..~ 

she attempted the shot, moving the 
game into overtime. 

'We fought back in the second half 
and got the game into overtime with 
the help of Christy Lane," Ethridge 
said. 

In overtime, the Riverwomen 
struck fIrst, as Lane made another 
three-pointer, off her own blocked 
shot, to move the gan1e to 62-59. SIU-

- OT 
Edwardsville would then COllllect on a 
three-pointer of their own to claim the 
lead and never looked back, as SIU
Edwardsville hit two free throws off 
an Ebonie Halliburton foul and con
verted a layup as time expired to win 
the game. 

"Iu the ijve rnin,ute overtime, with 
us turning the ball over and not knock
ing down any shots, it is hard to win," 
Ethridge said. 

Things looked up for the 
Riverwomen going into the game as 
SIU-EdwarrL<;ville graduated their All
American Misi Cllllke, but according 
to Ethridge, the off-season recruiting 
by SlU-Edwardsville patched that 
void in their offense rather quickly. 

"They lost an All-American, but 
they gained an All-American in Ruth 
Kipping," Ethridge said. "She is just 
an outstanding player and our game 
plan was to get her out early and we 
had her with Mo fouls early. We tried 
to get her out, but the calls were just 
not going our way." 

With Mo consecutive losses to 
Great Lakes Valley Conference oppo
nents, the challenge for the 
RiveIWomen is to rebound from them 
and refocus as a team, according to 
Ethridge. 

'The tlling is that we are a good 
ball club," Ethridge said. "With so 
many new players, again we are still 
trying to learn each other's style of 
play and what each other can and can
not do. I told the kids that it may be a 
few more game.s that we do lose 
before we figure everything out But 
we definitely are a good ballclub. 
Every game that we are losing has 
been within 10 points or less. We are 
there, but we just need to get over the 
hump." 

The RiveIWomen hit the road this 
week as they travel to play against 
GLVC foes St. Joseph's and 
Indianapolis Dec. 6-8. The next home 
game for the Riverwomen will be Jan. 
3 when the Riverwomen host 
Bellarrnine University. 

Who care s w h y I watch sports on TV? 

L4TEST Scoop 

DAVE KINWORTHV 

With the Christmas season in our 
midst now, it is officially college bas
kethall time for those television sports 
junkies. It may not be March yet. but 
college football is finally closing down 
its season and the focus goes towards 
my favorite corrupted sport: college 
basketball. 

'This is the time where I can sit 
down in front of a television at a bar, 
my house, my fraternity house (who 
should have won a contest for most 
support at the latest UMSL basketball 
game for having the most people there) 
or a friend's and be comfortable. 

The television is like a magnet 
(ahnost like a gravitational pull) when 
it comes to baskethall for me, though. I 
may be only 5'9", but I can certainly 
wish I was out there. I can say that my 
team won when really, I did not do a 

dam thing except yell at my television 
until they pulled out the victory. 

In the Midwest alone, there is 
enough quality basketball going on to 
never leave the. television. The 
University of illinois is currently 
ranked in the top five in the nation. 
Prior to them losing to the University 
of Maryland, the Missouri Tigers are 
ranked in the top five a~ predicted. and 
promise for a great showdown 
between them and Illinois later this 
season. TIle UMSL basketball pro
grams have increasingly gotten better 
over the past few years , and have 
crowd support behind them for the 
first time since I have been a student 
here. In high school action, the Vashon 
Wolverines, I would assume, are 
ranked in the top 10 in the nation this 
year. 

What more could any basketball
loving fan want besides that? 

TIris is the time where we show
case our best talent in the Midwest and 
see how it can handle the Dukes and 
the Kentucky Wesleyam and the 
Peoria Manuels of basketball. With the 
holidays, there are more tournaments 
that these teams will be playing in, and 
competition is fierce. 

One of the best and the cheapest 
tickets in town over the break is the 
Meramec Tournament I have memo
ries that last a lifetime from there. 
From Larry Hughes and Justin Tanun 
of CBC, to DeSmet's and our very 
own student coach Jason Frillman 
handling the point guard duties., there 
have been numerous players who have 
advanced past the bigh school ranks of 
college basketball. 

The best exhibition of high school 
basketball at this tournament was 
when Ryan Robertson and his brother 
Troy Robertson teamed together for 
5t Charles West to win the tourna
ment one year. 

The older Robertson (Ryan) put on 
a tlrree-point show that amazed every
one in the crowd, including myself 
while I was in grade school, hoping 
that I could grow to be just a little bit 
taller. 

My plea is simple for this 
Christmas break: enjoy your time 
away from school (we all need the 
time away, just make sure you come 
back) and go watch some of the purest 
baskethall in the state of Missouri. You 
may not need your television any
more. 
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THIS 
WEEK 

Basketball 

3 
Washburn 

Women 5:30 p.m. 

4 
Missouri Baptist 

Men 7:45 p.m. 

6 
" St. Joseph's 

Women 5:30 p.m. 
M en 7:45 p.m. 

8 
@ Indianapolis 
Women 1 p.m. 
Men 3:15 p.m. 

15 
MU·Rolia 

M en 7:45 p.m. 

19 
Harris Stowe 

Men 7:45 p.m. 

2 0 
@ Lincoln 

Women 5:30 p.m. 

29 
@ Central Missouri State 

Women 5:30 p.m. 

J an. 3 
Bellarmine 

Women 5:30 p.m. 
Men 7:45 p.m. 

Jan. 5 
Kentucky Wesleyan 

Women 1 p.m. 
Men 3:15 p.m. 

WEB 
log onto 

www.umsl.edu! 
services! ath letics 

for the latest sports news 
and information 
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EVENTS 

December 
3 
The UM Swing Society will 

have a dance and lesson at 

the Marillac Provincial House. 

The lesson is 8 p.m.-9 p.m., 

the dance is 9 p.m.-midnight. 

The cost is $3 for students, 

and $4 for others. 

5 
A free student recital will be 

at noon in Room 205 of the 

Music Building. 

11 

The Community Chorus will 

perform a concert at 7:30 

p.m. in the Marillac Provincial 

House Chapel. The concert is 

free and open to the public. 

Feeling out of touch? Miss 
"The Current A&E" over the 
semester break? Want to 
know what's going on in 
movies, music, and more? 
Well, check our website at 
thecurren tonl ine. com! 

This year during the semes
ter break, the print edition of 
The Current might take a 
break, but not our website. 

We will be posting a calen
dar of upcoming films and 
release dates, as well as 
reviews of such hot movies as 
"Ocean's Eleven" and "Lord 
of the Rings," and more. We'll 
also post lists of some of the 
A&E events taking place 
around town, including con
certs, star interviews, theater 
reviews and CD reviews. 

So, don't forget us as those 
finals wind down. Check out 
thecurrentonline.com and 
take in some of the great 
entertainment coming up, 
once you s,~am the books on 
those last tests. 
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Independents Day: 
Local theaters offer an unique movie-going experience 

BY CATHERINE 

MARQUiS-HOMEYER 
.... _-_ .. .... .. . __ .... . 
Staff Editor 

Most movie theaters in St. Louis 
are alike in many ways. They all have 
multiple screens, similar decor and 
architecture, the same snacks, the 
same movies. Telling one multiplex 
movie theater from another is some
times hard. Looking at the same 
snacks at · the concession counter, lis
tening to the same ding of video 
garnes, and looking at the same geo
metric decor, do you sometimes think 
"restaurants and clubs are all different, 
why are movie theaters all basically 
the same?" 

There are a few alternatives. One 
of those is the Chase Park Plaza 
Theater, located in the Chase Park 
Plaza hotel in the Central West End, 
which offers a different kind of movie
going experience. The Chase has films 
beyond just the mainstream block
busters, in a more elegant venue in a 
beautiful historic hotel. The decor is 
brass and red plush, the theaters have 
murals painted on the walls, and the 
concessions offer Ted Drews ice 
cream and the chance to have a glass 
of wine or beer with the fIlms. No 
video games are around. Down the 
hall is Eau, a hot new upscale restau
rant with a great vodka bar, which 
makes the Chase a great spot for a 
special dinner and a movie date, or just 
to have cocktails after the show. 

The Chase is run by local movie 
entrepreneur, Harman Moseley. 
Moseley is one of two independent 
theatre owners in the St Louis area 
The Chase and the Hi-Pointe are the 
two independent theaters in town, both 
offering a one-of-a-kind experience 
for local film fans. The Wehrenberg 
theaters are also local, but they are 
more of a regional, big chain, offering 
a theater experience similar to the 
national AMC chain. The other 
national chain in town is Landmark, 
which operates the Tivoli and Plaza 
Frontenac theaters. Recently Moseley 
has been expanding his line of alterna
tive movie theaters, ,vith new theaters 
at the Ritz Carlton hotel in Clayton 
and the Galleria Mall . Moseley's plan 
is to offer an alternative to the usual 
multiplex theater, which usually cater 
to teens and preteens. His theaters 
cater to young adults and older by 
offering a more sophisticated setting, 
more thoughtful ftlrns , and a wider 

see INDEPENDENTS, page 7 
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theaters all 

basically the 

same?" 

St. Louis found what they were 
looking for at the Savvis center 

BY JENNIFER DODD 
................. ... ........ ... ..... ....... 

Senior Wnler 

U2 played to a sold-out show at 
The Savvis center on Wednesday, 
Nov. 28. Everyone from people I work 
with at Old Navy to the DJs at lOLl 
FM "The River" said that it was an 
amazing concert, and one of the best 
ones they had ever been to. 

The bad news is that U2 is not 
going to be touring after this tour 
winds up. Luckily, one of their con
certs from New York 

The "moment" song has a special 
meaning to the band, because it is ded
icated to former lead singer Michael 
Hutchinson, of INXS. Hutchinson 
died three years ago, as the result of 
suicide. Hutchinson was a good friend 
of Bono's, and Bono, . wished that he 
could have told him, ''that the stuck in 
the moment shall pass." 

After the "moment" song, U2 
played songs such as the controversial 
"Sunday Bloody ' Sunday;" and 
"Where the Streets Have No Name," 

boardist joined U2 for their .rendition 
of "Knock Knockin' , on Heaven's 
Door." The whole audience went wild 
when the young man walked around 
the stage, strumming his heart out. 

Towards the end of the concert, 
while U2 was playing "In the Name of 
Love," they had a picture of Martin 
Luther King Jr., and towards the end 
of the song they had a short clip of 
audio \vith King giving a speech. 

, Another moving moment in the U2 
concert was on their encore, when the 

band played "One 
City airs often on VB-I 
music televlsion. 

U2's opening act was 
Garbage. The lead 
singer, Shirley Manson, 
had traded in her trade
mark fire-engine red 
tresses for a shortly 
cropped blond hairstyle. 
Garbage played many of 
their hits, including 

t't'Even after two hours of 
Love." During 
the pelfonnance, 
the . big screen 
behind them 

music, the audience was 

still begging for more." 

showed all of the 
people who lost 
their lives in the 
Sept 11 tragedy. 
They listed every
one on the flights 

"Stupid Girl" and 
"Don't' Worry Baby." 

Manson's performance was very 
dynamic, with her strong vocals and 
endless energy. Unfortunately, the 
crowd right near the stage was still 
getting warmed up, and they weren't 
that enthusiastic. Garbage also played 
a couple of songs from their new 
album, ''Break Me," that hasn't been 
released yet. A couple of the new 
songs were "Cherry Lips" and "San 
Francisco," a new pulsating song with 
a hard edge to it. 

U2 played songs that were mainly 
from two albums, 'The Joshua Tree" 
and the new "All that You Can't Leave 
Behind." They played songs from the 
new album, such as ''Beautiful Day" 
and the whole audience sang to"Stuck 
in a Moment." 

and of course, the crowd favorite, "I 
Still Haven't Found What I'm 
Looking For." They also played two 
new songs, "Angel," which had a very 
nice melody, and "Kite," which was 
also a new one, and the lyrics were 
quite powerful: "from the rooftop to 
the floor. Life is fragrant." I was quite 
surprised on this song; I always knew 
U2 wrote good lyrics, but the meaning 
behind the words was so much more 
powerful in person. 

In the middle of the set, the band 
took two guys out of the audience and 
let them play. One of the guys they · 
brought out played the guitar. Bono, 
the lead singer, picked him out of the 
crowd because he had Irish colors on 
his shirt. U2 is from Ireland. The 
plucked-out guitar player and key-

that went down, 
including the 

crew members. The band also listed 
the NYPD and The New York Fire 
Department. I was stunned to see how 
many firefighters had lost their lives, 
and also there were brothers who had 
lost their lives trying to save people. 

In the first twenty minutes of the 
show, an audience member handed 
Bono a American Flag. Bono then 
wrapped himself in the flag for awhile 
during his performance. He didn 't let 
the flag touch the ground, which I 
found very respectful. 

U2 put on an amazing perfor
mance, and everyone I spoke with 
seemed to agree with that sentiment. 
They had two encores and played for 
over two solid hours. Even after all 
that music, the audience was still beg
ging for more. 

photos by Mutsumi Igarashi! The Current 

(above) The 
grand opening of 
the newly refur
bished Galleria 
theater was Nov. 
24. (left) Actress 
Janet Leigh 
made an appear
acne at the the
ater before a the 
showing of her 
film, the Alfred 
Hitchcock clas
sic, 'Psycho: 

'Plaza Suite is a sharp 
and witty comedy 

BY SARA PORTER 

Senior \VriteT 

Neil Simon's witty comedy "Plaza 
Suite" was performed Nov. 27 at the 
Millennium Student Center as part of 
the Holiday Fest activities. Instead of 
an admission price, audience mem
bers brought food that was donated to 
the Northside Team Ministries, a non
denominational group that gives to 
people in need. 

The play took place over a period 
of over forty years. It dealt with three 
individual segments involving three 
couples in Room 719 of the Plaza 
Hotel in Central Park, New York. The 
same four actors performed, amazing
ly enough, all three stories. 

The first segment, "Visitor from 
Mamaroneck," set in 1955, dealt with 
Karen and , Sam Nash (patricia 
Reynolds, Clint Underwood) who cel
ebrated their 20th anniversary in the 
hotel room where they celebrated their 
honeymoon. The couple at first has 
slight disagreements that evolve into 
more serious arguments, as the disso
lution of their marriage becomes 
apparent to themselves and the audi
ence. 

The second segment., "Visitor from 
Hollywood," set in 1976, is about the 
reunion between Hollywood producer 
Jesse Kiplinger (De~ Hurley) and 
his neurotic former girlfriend, Muriel 
Tate (Jennifer M. Wall), that culminate 
in an affair. Kiplinger and Tate's dia
logue goes around in circles as 
Kiplinger wants to get away from 
Hollywood, and all Tate can tallc about 
are the stars Kiplinger knows and his 
pictures. 

The third segment, "Visitor from 
Forest Hills," set in the present day, 
tells of a husband and wife, Roy and 
Nonna Hubley (Reynolds and 

Underwood), who are trying to con
vince their terrified daughter Mimsy 
(Wall) to attend her own wedding. 
This segment featured more physical 
comedy than the other two, as the par
ents get more and more injured trying 
to fcirce their daughter out of the bath
room. 

The actors displayed their range 
quite well, playing many different 
characters in this play. Wall and 
Hurley in particular stood out in their 
characterizations. Hurley's roles went 
from a confused bellhop, to a smooth 
producer, to a spacey groom, all with 
relative ease. 

In the first and third segments, 
Reynolds and UndeIWood played 
similar characters- an argumentative 
married couple- but in both they 
exhibited wonderful chemistry in their 
arguments with each other. 

The setting was a very small and 
basic sitting room of a hotel. It looked 
like many other hotel rooms but not 
quite grand enough for a ritzy hotel. 
Slight interesting adjustments made to 
reveal the passage of time, such as dif
ferent flowers for each segment., and 
the phones changed from rotary, to 
touch-tone, to cell phone. 

The music played during intennis
sion also did its part to reveal the dif
ferent time periods. The first segment 
was preceded by piano R&B music 
from the 1950s. The second featured 
disco songs, such as ' 'How Deep is 
Your Love" and "Popcorn Music." 
The final segment contained mostly 
pop music, like Sting and The Coors. 
It was an interesting way to show the 
different time changes and moods 
each segment featured. 

"Plaza Suite" was a slight, funny 
comedy, full of witty dialogue and pre
sented some humorous and insightful 
looks at marriage and relationships. 

• 

.. 
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'Spy Game' not up to the challenge 
BY KELLY JACOBS 

Senior ~ riter 

It is nice to finally see an intelligent 
movie, but sometimes intelligent 
movies get too complicated for their 
own good. "Spy Game" is Director 
Tony Scott's (Enemy of the State) latest 
project dealing with the world of secret 
intelligence. 

. "Spy Game" is the story of a men
tor, Nathan Muir (Robert Redford) and 
his protege, Tom Bishop (Brad Pitt), 
who are both faced with a challenge to 
make a huge sacrifice for someone they 
careabout. ' 

It is 1991, and Muir learns that his 
former student and partner Bishop has 
been arrested and charged with espi
onage in China The CIA doesn't want 
to risk the country's rocky relationship 
with China in an effOlt to save the sus
pected spy. 

The CIA questions Muir to try to get 
the goods on Bishop. They don't want 
to have to make a trade for a criminal. 
Muir discovers this fact, and does 
everything he can to give the CIA some 
information, while getting some of his 
own infolmation. He makes a lot of 
sacrifices and goes against many pe0-

ple in order to help his former partner. 
Muir takes the task force and the 

viewer back through flashbacks to the 
begirining of his partnership with 

Bishop. While talking to the task force, 
he manages to outwit them. 

"Spy Game" is a good brain stimu
lator, but at times is too complex to fol
low. The plot is slow during most of the 
film, except for some action and sus
pense scenes, but they are few and far 
between. At times, the schemes and 
deals become really complex. It also 
doesn't help that half of the movie con
tains flashbacks. By the time the movie 
ends, two hours have passed, and the 
viewer is left with a predictable out
come of the story. 

Redford and Pitt both had decent 
perfoimances, and they had a good 
chemistry between them. Plus, for all 
of the women in the audience, they 
weren't bad to look at either. 

Director Tony Scott did a good job 
with the aerial camera angles and the 
change in color of the movie. The aeri
al angles and the angles that pan quick
ly are some of his signature moves. 
They are very similar to the moves in 
"Enemy of the State." 

"Spy Game" is entertaining to those 
who like a dark and challenging movie. 
It is not a bad movie, but the darkness 
of the film and the slow plot will sur
prise you if you are expecting an 
action-packed film. Redford and Pitt 
have strong performances, however 
"Spy Game" is a challenge that can 
wait to be rented. 

.1.~~.~,~.~.~.I?~ .~!..~.~ . .!~?1!!.p"qs.~.§ ............................... ... ...... ........ ............................................................................. ............ ....... . 
variety of concessions. 

There is a bit of a range in the the
aters. The newly opened Ritz Carlton 
is the most sophisticated and upscale 
of the Moseley venues. The 
Screening Room serves as a meeting 
. space for the elegant hotel during the 
day, and the hotel itself offers the the
ater's concession. This theater ill an 
exclusive Clayton hotel will be one of 
the ritziest places to see a' film in st. 

eve 

Louis. 
The Galleria will be the most fam

ily-friendly of the group, which fits 
well with its mall locale. The grand 
opening of the newly refurbished 
Galleria theater was last TUesday, 
Nov. 24, with an appearance by 
movie star Janet Leigh and a showing 
of her film, the Alfred Hitchcock clas
sic, "Psycho." Fans lined up an hour 
ill advance for the charity event, dur-

iIJ.g which Leigh signed autographs 
for two hours before the screening. 
Donations for tickets went to historic 
film preservation effOlts, comtesy of 
AMC. 

Two theaters of the Galleria com
plex are now open and four more will 
be opening over the next few weeks. 
The remodeled theater, located in the 
mall's lower level in the same spot as · 
the previous theater, is very appealing 

to the eye. A glass wall faces the , 
mall 's staircase and food court, allow
ing passers-by to see in. The marble
floored lobby has murals depicting an 
old-fashioned movie shoot, seats and 
tables to enjoy a snack off to the side, 
and a beautiful glass-brick enclosure 
for the box-office. Theaters are done 
in tasteful red plush, and there are 
family bathrooms in addition to the 
regular ones. 

go .... 

Wherever this holiday season takes you ... heading home, visiting friends or you just want to get awaY-Bnjoy 

the comfort and convenience of traveling with Amtrak. to more than 500 destinations. And, students save 15% 

on coach fares year-round with your Student Advantage"' Membership Card. 

Your Student Advantage benefits don't just stop with discounts on Amtrak-you're on track for savings on the 

things you buy every day in college. Food, clothes, music. textbooks and more. Get your membership today and 

begin saving on Amtrak. To join Student Advantage, call 1-877-2JOINSA or visit www.studentadvantage.com. 

For Amtrak information and reservations, call 1-877-632-3788 or visit WW'wv.amtrak.com. 

Student Advantage discount Is not valid on 7000-8999 Thruway bm 
service. the Canadian portion of Joint Amtrak.·N1A sefVices, 01' on 
connecting S€'fVices provided by other non-Amtrak carriers. Student 
AtlW>rrtage· discount not combinable with other offer~ promotions 
or discounts. Amtrak Is a registered service mark. of the National 
Railroad Passehget Corporation . 

www.amtrak.com 

Like at the Chase, Moseley plans 
to serve wine and beer along with an 
appeal.ing line-up of concessions. Of 
the six theaters of various sizes, the 
largest four are planned to have stadi
um seating. The theater will perhaps 
book a somewhat more mainstream 
mix, including family fllms, but still 
steer away from the strictly teen/pre
teen f!lms that are favorites in the 
multiplexes. 

Veteran CIA 
officer 
Nathan Muir . 
(Robert 
Redford) 
teaches Tom 
Bishop (Brad 
Pitt) every
thing he 
knows. 

It's always nice to see a local busi
ness grow, and this sounds like an 
appealing group of theaters for a seri
ous film fan like myself. I'm guessing 
that other college age and up flimgo
ers might want to skip the noise, seat
kickers, and nachos of the megaplex
es and tryout an altemative theater 
like the Chase, Galleria, or Screening 
Room at the Ritz. 

MO _OLOGUES 
"A BONA FlO 

PHEHOME ON. 
SEX HAS HEYER BEEN FUHtIfB 

OR HDBE POIGNANt' 
llIE NEW YORK TIMES 

THE WORD 
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Rives has already made several 

trips to llM-St. Louis to become 
familiar with the needs of the campus 
and the community. He said he wants 
to learn what resources are already 
available on campus before he puts 
togetller a plan of action for the 
Perfonning Arts Center. 

School of Optometry gets fede~ funding 

Bryan L. Rives 
will begin working 

this January to 
prepare the 

Performing Arts 
Center for its 

opening. 

Rives said that it's important to 
keep in mind the opportunities that 
will be created for business and mar
keting students, as well as for students 
directly involved in the arts. 

"The Performing Arts Center 
needs to be a learning lab for stu
dents," Rives said. 

Rives said he is looking forward to 
working with various faculty mem
bers in developing the College af Fine 
Arts and Communication, which was 
recently e tablised at UM-Sl Louis. 
The college has named professor of 
n1lL~ic John B. Hylton as its interim 
dean while the search for a pelTIlanent 
dean is underway. 

w'd~!1 < thecur r en t online . com 

Make a difference in the life of a 
chi ld and you make a difference 

in our future. AI the St. Louis 
Public School Dis trict, our employees 

work together to foster a learning environ· 
ment that encourages high achievement and prepares our 

students for loday's - and tomorrow's - chall enges. 

We are now accepHng second semester (January 2002) teaching 
applications: 

Special Educati on (All Areas) 
Music Onstrumental and Vocal) 

Very lim ited vacancies exist in all other areas: 

Math (5) 
Language (5) 
Family and Consumer Science (4) 

Physical Educa tion (4) 
Bementa ry Education (10) 
Social Stu dies (1) 

Librarian and counselor applications also wi ll be accepted. 

Send letter of interest and a copy of teaching certification to: SI. Louis 
Public Schools, 801 North 11111 Street, SI. Louis, MO 631 01, Attn: Jim 
Lange. 

S A T(\T 
__ P U B 1. I C SCHO OLS 

L 0V 1 S 

Equal Opportunity Employer 
• 4 I ~ 

BY B ETH WIL S ON 

StajfW)1ter 

It is estimated that 11.000 of tJle 
St. Louis region's children have an 
unmet need for eyeglasses. The par
ent, of these children cite the reasons 
the needs are urnnet is unavailability 
and inconvenience. However, these 
children will now have acce s to eye 
care, thanks to Sen, Christopher 
"Kit" Bond. Bond announced 
$500.000 in federal funding for a 
children' vision program at the 
School of Optometry on Nov. _6 

Bond said at the press confer
ence, "Many eye disease-s or eye 
problems are not readily recogniz
able, it's extremely important that 
there be screening for young people 
and adequate eye care early on in a 
child 's life." He then went on to talk 
about his own vision problems. 

LarTY Davis, the dean of the 

School of Optometry also aid at the 
press conference that the long-stand
ing strategic goal for the school "is 
to contribute to the social welfare of 
the. community through critical ,md 
related service programs." This 
funding will help them achieve that 
goal. 

The $500.000 has been allotted to 
a program called Gateway to Eye. . 
and Vi. ion Care for Every Child. 
The funds will be used to help create 
a mobile eye screening van. The 
UM-St. Louis Mobile. Eye Unit will 
provide on-site vision screening and 
eye examinations. It will also pro
vide convenient acce 's to eyeglasses 
for children within the St. Louis 
region, especially to those children 
living below the poverty level. 

The School of Optometty pro
vides eye and vision care to 1,000 
children aged 18 and under annually 
in the St Louis region. 

This year, T he Cur rent is joining w ith 
the U.S. Marine Corps Reserve for the 
54th annual Toys for T ots Campaign. 

Over the past 53 years, the Marines 
have distributed over 272 million toys 
to needy children across the U.S., mak
ing it one of the major Christmas chari
table endeavors in t he country. 

T hrough arrangements made with 
local Marine Corps Reserve offi ce all 
donations made through The Current 
will go direct ly t o needy children in t he 
St. Louis area. 

Please join us in helping t o make this 
holiday season memorable for all St. 
Louis children. 

Stop by our table on the second 
floor rotunda in the MSC from 
11am·· 1pm, Monday through 
Friday or drop off toys anytime 
from 10 am · 6 pm Monday 
through Friday outside The 
Curren(s office at 388 MSC. 

Deadline is Friday, December 14. 

Senator 
Christopher 
"Kit" Bond 
announced 
$500,000 in 
federal fund
ing for a chil
dren's vision 
program at the 
School of 

Optometry on 
Nov. 26 

PAID ADVERTISEMENT 

Greek of the Month 
nicole unger -november 

Zeta Tau Alpha has been a major part of life. 
Soon after my initiation in the fall of 1999 I 
became Recording Secretary and was then a 
part of the Executive Council. I enjoyed my lead
ership role in the chapter so much that I ran for 
President the following year. I am now finishing 
up my term and look forward to holding another 
Executive Council office my final year. While 
holding executive positions I have always had 
an office on the Program Council as well. These 
offices include Service Chair and Alumni 
Relations this past year. I enjoy programming, 

so I jumped at the opportunity to help organize our Think Pink Week 
events this October for breast cancer awareness, and put together our 
first ever Think Pink Lip Sync. As a Zeta Tau Alpha I have been able to 
participate in many service projects benefiting the community. Helping 
others is definitely something that I enjoy doing, so having a role in 
events such as Habitat for Humanity, Race for the Cure, ZTA's own 
Rake and Run in the fall, our Heart and Sale Shoe drive in February, 
and the Starlite Run in Tower Grove Park to raise money for new trees 
are just a few of the things I've taken part in this year as a Zeta. Being 
a Zeta has also opened up other doors for me as well. Because I am 
president of my organization, I was able to attend UMSL's leadership 
retreat this past September. I learned a great deal about being a 
stronger leader, prioritizing, and working with others on campus. 
Having a role in the Greek community is not the only thing that con
sumes my life. I am involved in other organizations outside of Zeta, one 
being the Barnes College Student Nurses Association. As a nursing 
student I have been able to get to know other students with the same 
major, and help out the community as well. It is important for me to sup
port my university in any way that I can, so I became a Student Mentor 
this past summer for New Student Orientation. I had a blast doing it, 
and at the same time I made connections with staff members as well 
as other students. I am also working with members of the other two 
sororities for Pan hellenic's annual Big Man on Campus competition, 

. The rest of my time is dedicated to getting good grades and working 
part time at Bames-Jewish Hospital as a Patient Care Technician. I 
enjoy my job; it is preparing me for a career in a hospital as a registered 
nurse. My life would not be as fulfilling today had I not decided to 
become a Zeta Tau Alpha. I love my sisters and truly believe in what 
my organizations stands for. After I graduate, I hope to become a 
Traveling Leadership Consultant for Zeta and visit different chapters 
across the United States. ' 

I wouldn't be the person I am today had I not gone Greek. 

Zeta Tau Alpha 
Zeta Tau Alphas know what it 

means to get involved, from SGA 
officers to Homecoming committee 
members and much more. This 
past October we were busy getting 
things in order for our annual 
"Think Pink Week" to promote 
breast cancer awareness. Pink 
ribbons could be seen all over 
campus, Our first ever ''Think Pink 
Lip Sync" was a huge success and 
we thank all of those who partici
pated in the event. A special con
gratulations goes out to the first 
place winners Rob Wilson and 
Nurse Amy. Because of so many 
generous peop le at UMSL we 
raised over $ZQQfor ~reast cancer 
awareness. Letas ~re also seen 
at the Octoqer"28th · Ram's home 
game paSSJl}g· out p k r-ibbon 
sticl<~J:S far jil'east Gancer aware
nesS. The Zeta tau ~pha 
FratelttlitY h;:ls tf;Jf;!Jl':lectlJP natiQnal
Iy wit :the NFL to promote Qreast 
cance aWareness. This ~ an 
excitiQ9"'Ste for Zetas ev®'Where 
because . now a iJigger difference 
can be m . The won:ten of Zeta 
Tau Alpha have so been busy 
having a good time with sisters and 
other Greeks. On October 26th we 
went roller skating with Sigma Pi 
Fratemity and on November 2nd 
we went on our annual hayride 
with Sigma Tau Gamma Fratemity. 
Both were great times and good 
chances for the new members to 
meet new people. Hanging our 
with fellow sisters is the best part of 
being a Zeta. No matter where we 
go or what we do we always cher
ish the times spent together. Our 
Initiation and Chapter Retreat were 
also this semester where we had 
the opportunity to bond and make 
new memories together. 

Alpha Xi Delta 
Laughter, smiles, and friendship: 
These are the memories made 
every last Sunday of the month 
when the women of Alpha Xi 
Delta participated in their nation
al philanthropy, Choose Children. 
Since its inception in 1992, Alpha 
Xi Delta College Chapters and 
alumni associations have given 
over 500,000 hours of service 
and donated over $100,000 to 
local agencies in their communi
ties. On October 28, the Epsilon 
Xi Chapter here at UMSL visited 
with the children of St. Vincent's 
Children's Home on Florissant 
Roilllio-.6el-Ridg§.,Jb.LGblLQr~n 
decorated pillow cases that will 
be givefl; to sick patieJllis at 
Cardinal Glennon Cl<1 ildrell's 
HospitaCAetiyities SU8ti 'as these 
give' tfie w~mM of Alptia ':*iOelta 
time to hrt@hten a £11[lo's clay. 
Plans ar~ set for a fe~ of 'the 
mernpel's of AlpbEf X i Delta a 
me~tfive of the :&IlIdtar" trOr.l'1,s t. 
Vinceflt's 0 de 'verthe "~et \Nell" 
pillow cases,. tile hospital. I he 
Fall 2'O(jlI new: m ember clBss 
also has plans of their own. Their 
event will be held at Missouri 
Baptist Children's Home on st. 
Charles Rock Road. The new 
members hope to organize a 
field day complete with prizes 
and many exciting activities for 
the children. Alpha Xi Delta's 
interest in children and aware
ness of the pressing needs of 
children in society today lead 
them to participate and interact 
with the youth of their community 
in hopes of creating a new and 
brighter future. The Epsilon Xi 
Chapter would also like to wel
come our newly initiated new 
members. Congratulations. 

Sigma Tau Gamma reaches out to community, service to the elderly 

'. 

This past month has been full of 
community service projects as 
well as house projects. We held 
our clothing drive the last week of 
October to benefilthe Salvation 
Army taking donations up in 
Student Activities and at our 
house. This was a huge success 
and we would like to thank every
one who helped us. We had our 
annual Halloween Party the 
Friday before Halloween. 
Everyone was dressed up in their 
best costumes and it made the 

party outstanding. On Halloween first floor of our house and 
night the Sig Tau's were down .at installed a new central heating· 
the Bel-Ridge Community Center system. At the same time we 
for the annual Hallowe~n-~arty· we'€::9~tting ready for our ihnnual 
put on the by Bel-Ridge ,citY :Hall,. . ~as 'f:j §13s Nite on. the 10 . Las 
We decorated, dressed !JP ~ ana · \.(eg:as, . Nite is our annual 
handed out candy whire hanging: fUrtara·iser where we turn the 
out with all of the kids wI:! lio~~linto a casino for alumni 
attended. Altogether we' went ' and' (3arents It was a lot of work 
through 400 bags of candy;' and · tnan!ook months of planning but 
had a great time. The firs We...ek: it Pflid off being the most suc
of November was one ,( "'the 9 s~ft'J 1 one ever. Then on the 
busiest I've ever seen · at o'U'r- Wednesday before Thanksgiving 
house. We remodeled the entir e held our 13t1l annual 

Thanksgiving dinner for the 
elderly of Bel-Ridge. It had a 
great turnout, including the North 
County Journal, who covered the 
event. Overall we served about 
100 people and felt great about 
the whole night just as we always 
have in the past. This past 
semester Sigma Tau Gamma 
has reached new heights in 
many' things, community service 
being just one. It is a good thing 
to build on for when our new offi
cers take over on DElcember 9. 

Busy fall for Sigma Pi men 
October and November have ladies of Zeta Tau Alpha on a 

been busy months for us here at roil ing skating expedition. We 
Sigma Pi; our fall pledge class extend our thanks to these fine 
began and 11 men who sought women for their support and time. 
initiation into our Fratemity. The November has brought about 
number of men still proceeding yet another election of our 
is 8. This is good for us Housing Corporation in 
here at UMSL, nonethe- which four good alumni 
less as we would like members earned 
larger classes, the qual- positions. The only 
ity of these men is prov- down side for them 
ing to be much more that day was yet 
benefidal. Also. another loss in our 
October was the month of annual Alumni/Active 
our Brotherhood Retreat at football game. This con-
our headquarters in test contained far better , 
Vincennes, Indiana. It was play than last year. We 
a time much enjoyed and also have just success-
valued by the active chap- fully defended our 
ter. At the same time two of Intramural' Football . 
our alumni, Michael Brodeur and Championship after beating a 
Thom'ils Holt, married their great team in the Midwest 
fiances, congratulations gentle" Maulers. In floor hockey we lost to 
men! We ended the month with a the men of Sigma Tau Gamma in 
successful Halloween party and the playoffs. This month also 
thank all who attended We also brought about another year of Old 
escorted the ladies of Delta Zeta Newsboys Day for us as well as 
on a Haunted Hayride and the preparations for Toys for Tots. 

Delta Zeta expands by 19 
It has been an exciting and 

eventful semester for the women 
of Delta Zeta. We recently initiat
ed 19 women to our sisterhood 
and are so proud to welcome 
them. Our chapter just keeps 
growing larger and stronger! 
Delta Zeta has been busy on 
campus this semester. We par
ticipated in the ZTA Lip Sync and 
won third place! The chapter also 

. collected clothes to contribute to 
the Sigma Tau Gamma clothing 
drive. We are proud to see our 
fellow Greeks working so hard to 
help the community and we were 
happy to be of help. The women 
of Delta Zeta also raised money 
for the American Red Cross in 
hopes of helping the 
families of some 

. of the Delta 
Zetas lost in the 
September 11 th 
tragedy. 

It is not 
always 
work in 
Delta 

Zeta- we try to have plenty of fun 
as well. We held a Hawaiian date 
party last month and it was a suc
cess. We also held a mixer with 
Sigma Pt Fratemity in October 
and had a great time at a 
Haunted Hayride. We also had a 
great time karaoke bowling with 
the men of Sigma Tau Gamma. 
We went on a chapter retreat last 

. month and found that this was a 
great sisterhood weekend. We 
leamed a lot about each other 
and had a great time hanging out 
together. Delta Zeta also cele
brated our Founder's Day _on 
October 24, kicking off our 
Centennial year. Sadly, we will 
be saying good-bye to many of 
our members as they graduate in 

December. We want to 
thank all of these women 

all they have given to 
Delta and especially, 

this chapter. 
They will be 
missed by all of 
Us. 
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Religion affects the way scientists study nature 

MICAH ISSITT 
......... ................. 

Science Columnist 

Our view of nature is directly influ
enced by our 'presuppositions,' or 
underlying assumptions about the uni
verse. Religion usually carries many 
presuppositions \vith it, like the belief 
in a higher being or a god. Religions 
could be considered a sort of 'presup
position base,' where we learn our 
most basic ,md primitive assunlptions 
about the world. 

Broadly Speaking, some religions 
can be divided into two categories: 
Eastern and Western. These groupings 
are not totally inclusive but they are 
useful for making some of the broad
est distinctions between religions. 

I a k e 

One difference between Eastern 
and Western traditions is what might 
be called the 'movement of universal 
energy.' Most of the major religions' 
believe in a sort of energy that moves . 
through the universe and is controlled 
by a god, or gods, and other entities. 
Western religions tend to picture this 
energy moving in a linear manner, 
while Eastern religions more com
monly picture this energy moving in a 
cyclical manner. 

For example, in Western tradition, 
Christianity views energy in the form 
of souls, which may be thought of as 
the essence of earthly organisms. This 
energy flows from GOO, the creator of 
all things, through the rest of nature. 
God is the beginning of the universe 
and so the history of the universe, 
according to Christianity, has come 
outwards from God like a ray from a 
fixed starting point. This type of think
ing is basic to Christianity, and so in 
learning about the universe from this 
set of presuppositions, Christians are 
taught to think about the universe in a 
linear manner and find linear relation
ships among the phenomena they 
study. 

A contrasting example from 
Eastern tradition is in Buddhism, 
which views the universe as a cyclical 
movement of energy. In Buddhism, 

the universe was not created at a single 
point in .time by a supreme being. In 
fact, the icon of Buddhism, Siddhartha 
Buddha himself, was not a god at all 
but a teacher with a unique,under
standing about the movement of uni
Vel'sal energy. In the Buddhist concep
tion, the universal energy has always 
existed and moved in a cyclical man
ner through different stages of exis
tence. Trained in this manner, 
Buddhists are likely to view nature as 
if cyclic changes are its major mode of 
occurrence. 

Imagine a Buddhist scientist and a 
Christian scientist examining the same 
phenomena in nature, such as the evo
lution of life. The C'hristian, with his or 
her teI1dency for linear thought might 
view evolution as a progression 
through time from primitive to more 
advanced organisms. The Buddhist 
might see the same evidence as the 
Christian and conclude, quite differ
ently, that life is moving through a pat
tern of changes that match cyclical 
changes in the environment. 

These contrasting views of evolu
tion could both be drawn from the 
same observations and yet yield differ
ent predictions about the future evolu
tion of life. The Christian would pre
dict that life would continue to get 
more complex unless some cata-
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strophic event caused life to start over 
at a more primitive state. The Buddhist 
might believe that life would go 
through stages of greater or lesser 
complexity in response to the immedi
ate demands of the environment 

For years in Western science, evo
lution was conceived as a linear 
process of change toward a state of 
ultimate, or at least penultimate, com
plexity. Many people still view this 
most complex of processes in a linear 
manner, though Darwin himself real
ized that evolution does not always 
move toward complexity even when it 
appears to, because we don't notice 
when evolution decreases complexity 
as readily as we notice when complex
ity is increased. 

The more researchers leam about 
evolution, the more they validate the 
Buddhist concept of cyclical patterns 
in nature. Some theorists have sug
gested that extinctions and peaks in 
biological complexity seem to cycle 
over time. Sometimes life forms will 
seem simple and evolve slowly to fit 
with their environment, becoming 
very complex in the process. At other 
times, periods of extinction will reduce 
the complexity of life forms, which 
might eventually spread over the entire 
planet 

This same pattern can be seen 

throughout science as a whole. 
Patterns that were once viewed as lin
ear cause and effect relationships are 
now being seen' as cyclical patterns of 
change. 

It's obvious that cyclical changes 
are important in nature. Many natural 
phenomena only seem to behave in a 
linear manner when we examine an 
isolated part of their life cycle and 
don't understand the full pattern that 
we are witnessing. Some apparently 
linear phenomena may actually be 
parts of more comprehensive cyclical 
phenomena 

Researchers are discovering new 
and more intricate cycles in virtually 
every field of science. For example, 
certain chemicals in the brain and in 
the other bodily systems seem to cycle 
through stages of greater and lesser 
concentration. Animal and plant popu
lations sometimes cycle through peri
ods of greater and lesser density. 

The early history of science in 
Europe and North America was 
marked by a reliance on God as the 
ultimate explanation of every phenom
enon. All of nature existed in a linear 
relationship, with God as the starting 
point. This view is still common, but 
even many scientists who believe in 
God as the ultimate creator now allow 
for the possibility that certain process-

es act on their own in nature. 
Today Western scientists recognize 

a large variety of patterns as natural 
and the members of different traditions 
have begun to become more familiar 
with each other's methods, but some 
Western scientists still hold certain 
biases based on their religious presup
positions. 

Eastern science is much better 
acquainted with the principles of ener
gy flow in the universe. Most Western 
scientists are unfamiliar with ideas 
such as acupuncture, which is the 
Ea::.1.ern art of manipulating energy 
flow in the human body for medical 
benefit Western science is only slow
ly becoming accustomed to such 
ideas, even though scientists in the 
Eastern traditions have been using 
these methods for centuries and. 
achieving surprisingly positive results . • 

It may be beneficial for all scien
tists to attempt to understand the many 
methods that may be used to . study
nature, because success in science 
comes from finding the best possible 
understanding of nature's processes.· 
Both the Western atld the Eastern tta- . 
ditions have achieved remarkable suc
cess in their own rights, but with even 
the incremental blending of cultures 
that we witness today, science is leap
ing forward as never before. 

FINAL COURSE GRADES FOR FALL 2001 
Three options offer students convenient ways to obtain their final grades at the end 
of each semester. Effective with Fall, 2001, the four campuses of the University of 
Missouri System will no longer distribute grade reports to students via the 
U.S. Postal Service. 

Final course grades can be obtained electronically by any of the following methods: 

f1\ Student Access to Records at UM-St. Louis (S.T.A.R.) 
\..V STAR is available through the Registration & Records web site 

(http://www.umsl.edu/-register/star.htm) . 

f2\ Touch Tone Registration and Inquiry Network (T.R.A,I.N.) 
\V TRAIN is available from any touch-tone telephone, 

by calling (314) 516-7000, option 4. 

~.My-Gateway Course Information System 
\V There is a new icon for "Semester Grades" .at the top of the 

~ 'Welcome" page, once you have logged in to MyGateway 
(hHp://mygateway.umsl.edu) . 

Accessing grades electronically allows you to see your grade irT)mediately after it is 
recorded by your instructor. Fall 2001 semester grades should be available by 
ThursdaYt December 27,2001. Winter 2002 semester grades should be available 
by ThursdaYt May 23,2002 . 

To access the MyGateway system, you must know 'your GatewaylD and password. 
You can look up your GatewaylD online at hHp://gatewayid.umsl.edu. If you 
have any questions about your Gateway I D or passwordt call the Technology 
Support Center at (314) 516-6034. 

To access your grades through STAR or TRAIN, you must know your student 
number and personal identification number (PIN). If you need assistance with 
your PIN, you can come to the Offfce of the Registrar, at 269 Millennium 
Student Center with photo identification. For security reasons, you cannot 
obtain or change your PIN over the telephone. 

A printed copy of your grade. report will be available upon request at no charge. 
To request that the Records Department mai I you a grade report, you may call 
(314) 516-5676. IMPORTANT NOTE: Your grade 'report can only be mailed to 
your official address of record. Requests for your grade report may be made 
by phone, mail, fax, or in person. 

Our location and fax number are below: 

Office of the Registrar 
RECORDS DEPARTMENT 

269 Millennium Student Center 
8001 · Natural Bridge Road 
St. Louis, MO 63121-4499 

Telephone: (314) 516-5676 
Fax: (314) 516-7096 

. 
work eXperlenC 

~ndmake alotof money doing it. 

Call 516-5316 for details. 

THAT'S WHY. 
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Board votes to raise SLCC tuition 
Student tuiton raised fron1 $40 per credit hour to $48 

Campus events 
Why should students attend? 

BY HANK BURNS .... _ ...... , ...... .- ........ , .............. ,. ......... , ............... . 
The Montage 

With promises of a better education 
and better quality for students, St. 
Louis Community College's Board of 
Trustees voted during their Nov. 19 
meeting to raise the student tuition 

dents. 
'1 think that this was a good com

promise," Rohrbacker said. 'The best 
part is, you're going to see a lot of 
money coming out to each of the cam
puses. You're going to see a direct 
impact." 

"It's going to really affect your 

might not have if there were other suit
able options. 

"'Tuition increases are never easy," 
Moss said. "You don't want to 
increase the tuition but judging by the 
state holdbacks and the fact that we 
want to continue to give you the qual
ity education that we're proud of, we 

increase, we'll still remain under that 
recommended lid of 25 percent of stu
dent cost of their education." 

"I thinl.<. it would keep us competi
tive. It would make sure we have 
technology for students. It wow.d 
make sure students have more access 
for their clubs and co curricular activ-

ities. So, I think what 

BY SARA PORTER 

In an earlier interview, Karen Lucas 
of the Center for Humanities expressed 
her hope that more students would 
attend the Monday Noon Series along 
\vith the already interested community 
members. 

Arts Series offers a $5 discount for 
UM-St. Louis students for theirperfor
mances. Many other on campus events 
use disCOllllts for UM-St Louis. Many 
things, such as the Student Activities 
events, Gallery 210 and most of the 
m~ic concerts are the price every stu
dent loves: free. 

from $40 per credit hour to 
$48 per credit hour. 

For board member and 
one-time board president 
Michael Rohrbacker, the 
adage "you get what you 
paid for" applies to SLCC's 
current financial situation. 

"Student cost of tuition is one in which we try 

to stay accessible and affordable. So even with 

it's done is added is 
added some elements 
that we needed, espe
cially now with the 
state pulling back on 
their resources." 

A student attending the Student 
Activities-sponsored "Drive-In Movie 
Night" said that only four people 
attended and left before the film was 
over. 

The on~pus events also 'bring 
enough variety to please everyone. 
Since this semester began, I have seen 
a Kenyan choir, a Japanese puppet 
show, a modem art eXhibit, a classi
calIjazz concert and others. 

'The longer we delay, it's 
not so much that it's going to 
hurt," Rohrbacker said. "If 
you don't have the funds to 
d9 the innovative instruc
tional technologies, which is 
very expensive, you're 

t he increase, we' ll still remain under that rec

ommended lid of 25 percent of student cost of 

While the ultimate 
decision to increase the 
tuition was made by 
members of the SLCC 
Board of Trustees, 
Rohrbacker stressed 
that students had more 

These are common difficulties 
among many on-campus events: plen
ty of talent,· plenty of variety, but an 
extremely small audience to show it 
off to. 

Other departments on campus 
sponsor many different types of 
events. Student Activities sponsors 
public meetings, movie nights., and 
orberpubbc activities. Gallery 210 pre
sents photo exhibits; paintings, sculp
ture, and a student show at the end of 
the year. People looking for variety 
should look at their own school. 

their education." 
Henry Shannon 

illv1-St. Louis students sparsely 
attend many of the on-campus culrural 
events. Just as students should show 
their support for the University's s[Xlrts 
teams, they should also show their sup
port for the culrural and entertainment 
events that are held on campus. 

Chancellor, St. Louis Community College than simple input. 

going to end up having 
worse of a product of ~wdent. You 
need to have a little bit more money 
available and the only way to do it is to 
raise tuition." 

In addition to the basic tuition fee 
increase, a $3 per credit hour technol
ogy fee will be introduced. According 
to Rohrbacker, the tuition fee and 
other new fees will allow for more 
accessibility and better service for stu-

ability to take classes, especially labs. 
Some of the labs on some of the cam
puses have to charge every time you 
want to print. This fee is going to 
make everything available for stu
dents when they need it, whenever 
they need it." 

SLCC Board of Trustees President 
Patricia Moss feels that SLCC has no 
choice but to raise the tuition and 

~ 
UNIVERSITY MEADOWS 
StMrJent Comm~nity 
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University Meadows is looking for a Resident 
Assistant for the winter semester. 

-Meet new people 
-Gain leadership experience 
-Build up your resume 
-Earn extra cash 
-Become part of a community 

If you have a GPA of 2.5 or higher and enjoy working in a 
diverse group, then we want to hear from you. Stop by 
the Meadows Housing Office to pick up an application or 
call 516-7500. 

Annual Ferguson 

don't have any other choice." 
The last time a raise in tuition was 

made was six years ago. SLCC 
Chancellor Henry Shannon stressed 
that the increase makes up for each 
year that there was no increase. 

"The need for it was great;' 
Shannon said. "Student cost of tuition 
is one in which we try to stay accessi
ble and affordable. So even with the 

4 Sabl8iteiSpe:aJi:er 
with Ba"sUUU\ .... .u.c. 
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Christmas Candlelight 
House Tour 
Sunday, 
December 9th 
4:00-8:00 pm 

Do some Christmas shopping at 
the fabulous Flower Depot, visit the 
North Gallery, have a Holiday 
Cappuccino at the Comer .A.~~~ 
Coffee House, enjoy a 
delicious dinner at the 
Thyme Table Restaurant 
(reservations: 521-0440) 
and cap off the evening 
with a special Holiday treat . 
at the WhistleS top Custard 
Shop. 

As an added treat, there will be . 
Christmas music and refreshments 
.served at a beautiful Ferguson 
church. 

For more 
information call 

521-7400. 

Free Jolly Trolley rides for the tour are available for senior citizens at 
4:00 pm and again at 6:00 pm, but you must make reservations when you 
purchase your ticket at the Flower Depot. 

Tickets: $10 per person 
Tickets available beginning Friday, November 23 at the following locations: 

• City Hall • Ferguson Library - Flower Depot • 
-Thyme Table Restaurant • Paul's Market· 

"When I was presi
dent of student government, I couldn't 
get students to come do anything, but 
now we had students from each cam
pus we had the student government 
presidents and they liked the general 
pro[Xlsals and they had a really good 
feel for all of it," Rohrbacker said. 
"Hopefully I think we got a compro
mise that everybody can live with. We 
gave students an opportunity to talk" 

Looking 
for a great 
speaker system 
under$500? 

There are many reasons why stu
dents should make it a [Xlint to attend 
such events. These events are afford
able. Many college students don't bke 
having to pay $7.50 to see a movie or 
$35 to go see a concert. But the on
campus events are priced just right for 
students. The International Performing 

I remember what that is like having 
had a sister in theater (as well as other 
siblings in choir and band) and she was 
often frustrated when the crowd was a 
very small one. She even once told me, 

, "I might as well have performed in 
front of a mirror." 

There is a lot of talent in UM-St. 
Louis, and in the performers who 
come here. We should allow ourselves 
to see it. 

Study in Ireland 
Nex:t Summer 

The Center for International Studies at UM-St. Lbuis announces an , 

exciting new opportunity for our students to study abroad. In 2002, 
you can take your Summer School classes at the UM-St. Louis Irish 
Summer School located on the campus of the National University 
of Ireland, Galway, on Ireland's scenic and lively West Coast. 

. Plan on attending an open house to meet Dr. Eamonn Wall, 
Jefferson Smurfit Professor of Irish Studies and director of the 
UM-St. Louis Irish Summer School, and Pamyla A. Yates, Study 
Abroad Coordinator for the Center for International Studies. 

Wednesday, December 5 
Millennium Student Center, Room 31 4 
12:00 - 1 :00 p.m. 
For mOre information call 516-5589_ 

• 
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UM·St. Louis students, faculty and staff: 
Classifieds are FREE!! 

CLASSIFIED 
RATES • lna l . I 

(314) 
516·5316 

Otbenuise, classified advertising is $10 for 4f? words or less instraight te:>..1 fonnat. Bold and CAPS letters are free. ALI 
cl£i.ss!fieds must be prepaid ~)I check, monry order or credit card Deadline is Tbursday at 3 p. m. prior to publication. 

http://thecurrentonline.comads@thecurrentonline.com 

Want more out of your 
semester than a letter 
grade? 
University Meadows is looking 
for a Resident Assistant for 
the Winter Semester. Meet 
new people, gain leadership 
experience, build your 
resume, earn extra cash, 
become part of a community. 
If you have a GPA of 2.5 or 
higher, and enjoy working in a 
diverse group, then we want 
to hear from you. Stop by the 
Meadows Housing Office to 
pick up an applicati(~>n or call 
516-7500. 

Need eager special Ed., 
ST, or OT students 

Bartenders 
Can make over $250 per shift! 
No Experience Necessary. 
1-800-509-3630 ext.127. 

Spring Break 2002 
Cancun , Jamaica, Barbados, 
Bahamas, Acapulco, Padre and 
Florida. FREE MEALS! Limited 
time!! FREE Parties, Drinks and 
Exclusive Events! Organize 
small group and Travel FREE! 
Visit 
www.SUNSPLASHTOURS.com 
1-800-426-7710. 

#1 Spring Break 
Vacations! 
Cancun, Jamaica, Bahamas 
and Florida. Book Early & 
get free meal plan. Earn cash 
& Go Free! Now hiring Campus 
Reps. 1-800-234-7007. 
endlesssummertours. com 

Make an Offer! 
TV, VCR & Icebox for sale. 
Great condition. Perfect for 
dorm and apartment living. 
Call Beth @ 314-739-7213. 

Camera 
Minolta SRT1 01, 35mm SLR 
with flash, 3 lenses and 
assorted filters. Not 
automatic. Great for basic 
photography. $75. Call Judi 
@ 314-382-2535. 

'92 Mitsubishi Precis 
97K miles, manual 
transmission, radio/cass , air. 
Clean car. $950 or best offer. 
Please e-mail: 
vanvoorthuizenm@msx.ums!. 
edu, or call 314-516-7537. 

1985 Nissan Sentra 
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to work with 10 year-old 
autistic girl in home. Good 
Ray, training, nice family. 
ABA based, with music, 
movement, play. After school 
and 'weekend hours. Need 
committed people. Kate 
Raybuck 993-1153. 

Two door, 90,000 miles, $300. 
Runs but needs work. Call 
John 516-5745 please leave 
message. 

- j 

Lawn Care 
In Ferguson near campus. 
Please call Jane Wolf at 
314-298-3345. After 6:30 
call 314-524-3544. 

Childcare for Room & 
Board 
University City family seeks 
college student to bring ktds 
home, from school and help 
with their homework (3hrs. 
chHdcare per day). Some 
MI'ftlllftJtl~~IO' mg involved 
too. We are a short walk from 
the Loop and 10 minute drive 
from UMSL. We offer room 
and board and possible use of 
car or weekly stipend . 1 year 
commitment starting in late 
January. Please call Jane 
Massey h: 314-726-1250 
0 : 314-592-3671 
e-mail: 
janem@meritektravel .com 

Day Student Needed 
Atten,dant for Koffee Klatch. 
Hours of employment 4-8:30 
p.m. Monday thru Thursday. 
Inquire at Evening CoHege 
Office in 217 MSC. Or contact 
Leroy Turner at 636-939 ·3599 
or e-mail: 
leroy. tumer@wordneLatt.net 

Fun Job on Campus 
We are looking for dedicated 
and enthusiastic 'UMSL stu
dents. You will: gain leader
ship ski lls, plan, publicize, 
and present campus events, 
assist studlents in the Career 
Resource Center. Work 10-20 
hours a week. Horizons Peer 
Educators_ 516-5730.427 SSB. 
horizons@umsl.edu 

Tutors Needed For: 
Elementary Linear Algebra, 
General Biology, Biology 12, 
General Microbiology, Physical 
Chemi.stry I, Intro to 
Chemistry, Social Work 280, 
Bioethics, Adolescent 
Psychology, Microeconomics. 
Qualifications: A/B average in 
the class. Completion of 60 
credit hours . Benefits: $ 1 0 
per hour. Set your own 
schedule. Please contact 
Allison via phone at 516-6554, 
email todd@umsl.edu, or in 
person 144 MSC. 

Wanted! Spring Breakers! 
Sun Coast Vacations wants to 
send you on Spring Break to 
Cancun, the Bahamas, 
Jamaica, or Mazatlan FOR 
FREE! Party with the most 
people from around the 
country. To find out how, 
call 1·888-777-4642 or e-mail 
sales@suncoastvacations.com 

SPRING BREAK PARTY! 
Indulge in FREE Travel, Drinks, 
Food, and Parties with the 
Best OJ's and celebrities in 
Cancun, Jamaica, Mazatlan, 
and the Bahamas. Go to stu
dentcity.com, call 
1-800-293-1443 or e-mail 
sales@studentcity:'Com to 
find out more. 

Spring Break 2002 
Travel with STS, America 's 
#1 Student Tour Operator to 
Jamaica, Mexico, Bahamas, 
or Florida. Promote trips 
on-campus to earn cash and 
free trips . 
Information / Reservations 
1-800-648-4849 or 
www.ststravel.com 

House for Rent 
7944 Bloom. 2 Bedroom, 1 
Bath. Garage, full basement, 
stove, and fridge. $525 per 
month. Call 314-855-6656 or 
314-430-2582. 

Condo for rent 
In North County close to the 
University. One bedroom 
very nice/ $450.00 month. 
Available immediately, 
please contact Freddie Mae 
Wesley at 862-0165 or 
869-1636 for more 
information regarding 
Leasing arrangements. 

Room for Rent 
Large Bedroom. Washer/Dryer. 
7 miles from campus. 2.5 
Acres . Nice. $400/ mo. 
Including utilities Et phone. 
Call Bryan Westmoreland @ 
636-677-3930 or 
brythunder@aol.com 

3 Black Lamps 
$8 each. 1 green lamp. $7. 
Excellent condition. 
Contact Jay at 314-550-6255. 

96 Escort 
5 speed, navy blue, 
2 door, spoiler, moon roof. 
$2750 or best offer. 
e-mail: dev1998@aol.com 

1995 Jeep Cherokee 
96,xxx, 2wd, 4 door, 5-speed, 
great on gas and insurance. 
Must sell. $3400 or best 
offer. Please e-mail: 
wayman1972@hotmail.com 

Honda Accord 
Now for $3,500. '91 EX. 
Warranty for 40,000 miles. 
Bought in August 2001 . New 
radiator. Warranty for 3yrs. 
Auto, PS, air, cassette, 
AM/FM. Call Yaseen 
Al-Lawati '@ 314-609-9917. 

Car for Sale 
Auto. 4 DR, AM/FM, PS , Tape 
Player, 106k. Call 524-6192 or 
bmontri@hotmail.com 

Chrome Wheels 
Quantity 4 - 16x7. 
Limited Double 3's. Fits 
Universal 5 Lug Pattem. 
Includes Lugs, Locks, Et. Tires. 
BF Goodrich P205/55R16 
$700 - OBO. 314-640-5592. 

Wooden Kitchen Table 
and 6 chairs $60. Wooden 
Dresser with 6 drawers $35 . 
Call Tracey @ 314-849-9874. 

Got an old trumpet 
stashed away in your 
basement? 
Don't really plan on ever 
using it again? Why not sell it 
to someone who can get 
some use out of it and make 
a few bucks for yourself in 
the process? Sound like you? 
Call Tom @ 428-4206. 

Free Professional 
Quality Moving Boxes 
Small, medium, wardrobe. 
Used once or twice, clean. 
Call Judi @ 314-382-2535. 

Free to good home 
Young, sweet shepherd/lab 
mix. Female, fixed, house
trained . Loves kids and 
other dogs. Graduating and 
leaving town. Call Debbie 
at 636-236-4005 . 

Now 
Hiring: 

News 
Editor 
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You were thinking college classes would be a litt le mort' pe rsonal? Your professors more 
accessible? Your tuition mor affordable. 

I • our COllege experience Isn 't e erythin 'au hoped for. transfer 0 the Unl ers of • .. .,:,J ~ ,.... f'''''I 1 ~ o • .n - t • -41 f'It '>/'J I\.f't ,.., n .. o c.o~ ",u." 

issol,lrl r. LoUis. e don't do huge lecture halli. e>re aboul smal l classes and real experJpnc·6 . 
10st of our professors still work in their areas of expertise and can help vou ronnl'ct to empJoq:: rs 

after graduation. UM-St. Louis is public! 
supported. so you can gel this world-class 
education at a fraction of Its tru!~ cost.. 

Transfer ro UM ~St. Louis now! 

A SMART INVESTMENT 
IN YOUR FUTURE. 
(888) C02 UMS 

:::;:::::::::;:=:::::::: www.umsl.edu 

heck out our on-ca.mpu-s residence halls and apartments! 
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invite you anel a guest to a special screening. 
Stop by 11te Current offices at 388 Millennium 

Student Center to pick up a complimentary !>creening 
pass for two to see 

NOT ANOTHER 
TEEN MOYIE 

on Monday, December 10. 
7:30 pm at AMC Esquire. 

No purcha. e necessary while supplies last. One pa", per 
person. Panicipating , ponsors are inel igihle. Thi, muVle 

is rated R ror slong rude sexual C lllelll atle! 

hum or. language. and some dmg comenL 

.. 
Opens in Theaters ~, 

Friday, December 14 . -.~ 
,~ 
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Greb~.9.!ting fOrF,e! hours 
On campus job? F"endly eo-work .. s 

Learn about computers Money 

Advertising Director might be 
just what your looking for. 

staff Call 516·6810 for more info. 
Writers 
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Bring Your Books To: 
n ·ve sity ooks re & 

Comp ter Shop 

Buyback Hours: 
Bookstore Location 
Thursday 

Friday 

Saturday 

Monday 

Dec. 6 

Dec. 7 

Dec. 8 

Dec. 10 

Tuesday Dec. 11 

7:30am - 7:30pm 

7:30am - 5:00pm 

1 0:00am - 2:00pm 

7:30am - 7:30pm 

7:30am - 7:30pm 

7:30am - 7:30pm 

RETAIL: THE BEST OFFER 

The University Bookstore will pay up to 50% of the book price providing the textbook: 
• Will be required for the next term 
• Is needed to fill next term's enrollment 
• Is in reusable condition 
Example: . 
• You paid $64 for a new textbook. We will pay you up to $23 or 50%. 
• You paid $34.50 for a used textbook. We will pay you up to $23 or 50% of the new price. 

WHOLESALE: THE NEXT BEST OFFER 
VVednesday Dec. 12 

Thursday Dec. 13 7:30am - 7:30pm • For books having national demand, the wholesale company will pay 15% to 40% of the 

Friday 

Saturday 

Dec. 14 

Dec. 15 

7:30am - 5:00pm 

1 0:00am - 2:00pm 

Mon. - VVed. Dec. 17-19 7:30am - 7:30pm 

Thursday Dec. 20 7:30am - 7:30pm 

U-Mart (South Campus) 
VVed. - Fri. Dec. 12-14 9:00am - 5:00pm 

Mon. - Thur. Dec. 17-19 9:00am - 5:00pm 

GRAD FAIR 

newpnce. 
• Discounted books are shipped to a wholesaler who recycles them to other colleges and 

universities where they are needed. 
• Old editions have no national value. 

REMEMBER: 

Our goal is to buy back as many of your books as possible. 
• Recycling books is good for the environment and lowers the price of textbooks. 
• Book prices are determined by the authors and publishers. 
• Wholesale prices are based on national supply and demand. . 
• Copies in poor condition will be deducted appropriately. 
• Old editions have no value and cannot be purchased. 

. -
r-------------------------------------------------------, 

"No Hassel For Your Tasse-I" 
December 4th - 6th 

Tuesday, Wednesday, 
Thursday • Pick up your cap, gown and tassel 

• Order announcements to send to family and friends 
• Check out fantastic deals on class rings from Jostens 
• Get that perfect frame for your hard earned diploma 
• Much~ much, more! 

11 :00 am - 7:00 pm 
University Bookstore, 209 MSC 

L _______________________________________________________ ~ 

* For more information please call 516-5765 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 
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